
 

    

Dear Friends,

At Haidakhan, the Ashram was given an incredible
 Rudraksha Mala of Shir Babaji’s from His room.  What
 a blessing this is.  I will be putting it on the on-line
 auction so someone can have this sacred item for
 their own. 

After Haidakhan, Tribhuvan and I traveled to the
 beautiful Babaji temple outside of Etawah in the state of Uttar Pradesh.  The love and devotion
 there was so exhilarating.  As I was playing the harmonium it felt like I was flying off the ground,
 the shakti was so intense.  What a grace to have these places of devotion to Baba all over the
 world!

We then traveled to Rajastan where we helped inaugurate some small restored ancient temples in
 the ancestral land of our beloved Shastriji.  Although these are in a remote area, the celebration
 was nicely organized with deep love and devotion.  We then went and visited Shastriji’s home
 bringing back profound memories of all my time spent with him before he passed away at the ripe
 age of 97. The home has been turned into a school by his son, Chandra Dev and family.  It is so
 sweet to see all of these old friends again. 

Returning home to the Ashram, it was Easter weekend with many visitors.  I was able to attend the
 sunrise service at the Carmelite chapel.  Following the service was a wonderful potluck where I got
 to see many Crestone friends and thank all of the Carmelites for a beautiful service.  
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I just arrived home from India, hence the reason this
 newsletter is a little late.  Although I am still adjusting
 to the time change and recovering from the
 exhaustion of the 29 hour trip home, I am awed by the
 deepness of the trip.  It has a been a few years since I
 have gone to Haidakhan and I can safely say that it
 continues to be the most inspiring place in the world
 for me.  Beginning with my 4am bath in the Gautama
 Ganga, followed by meditation outside and inside of
 Babaji’s kutir, paduka puja, chandan, more meditation
 and aarati, the day is already amazing.  I have never
 had such celestial experiences as I did in Baba’s room
 meditating.  (Although I must say that this morning
 dressing Mother here at the Ashram rivaled it!)  I was
 so in another realm that when someone sneezed I
 banged my head against the wall.  I am so grateful for
 my time there and everyone that contributes to
 keeping Haidakhan running well.  (See photos below.)
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We are now deep in preparation for Spring Navratri.  It is hard to believe it is only a week away.  It
 will be wonderful to be with all of the folks who are coming.  It is always a blissful time propitiating
 the Divine Mother who gives us so much.    

With deep love,
Ramloti

Ceremonies and Schedule
The new-moon fire ceremony this month is on Wednesday, April 10 (first day of Spring Navratri)
 and the full-moon fire ceremony is on Thursday, April 25.  The fire ceremonies begin at 10:08 am
 and are followed by a meal.  Please arrive freshly bathed, in a long skirt or pants with shoulders
 covered, and having fasted from grains, cereals, meat, eggs, garlic and onions.  (Fruit, yogurt,
 nuts, veggies and tea or coffee are fine to eat before.  Also if you have a dietary need for
 something more hardy before our meal at 11:30 or so, please partake.)

If you would like to participate by sponsoring a fire ceremony or a bhandara (feast) during Navratri,
 we would like to send you a blessed item from the fire ceremony. They are:

$27 sponsorship - Copper, brass, nickel Om Namah Shivaya bracelet
$54 sponsorship - Rudraksha, Rosewood, or Tulsi Mala
$108 sponsorship - Rose Quartz Mala or a copper, silver, brass bracelet

Our evening aarati is at 6pm and morning aarati is at 7am with a paduka puja in Shri Babaji’s kutir
 each morning at 6:30am.  Lunch is served at about 12:30 pm, and we invite you to join us. (Call if
 you are a group or have special dietary needs.) The Maha Lakshmi Shop is open every day from
 10am until 5pm.



You can make the donation online by just clicking here or by calling 719-256-4108, or by emailing
 the Ashram at info@BabajiAshram.org. You may also send us a check made to HUA to: P.O. Box
 9, Crestone, CO 81131. 

We are continually grateful for all of your support of the Ashram.

Spring Navratri (The Divine Mother Festival) - April 10 - 18

We have been busy preparing for the Divine Mother Festival (Spring Navratri).  We hope you will
 join us on either the physical or spiritual level from April 10 through April 18.  During these days of
 fire ceremonies, pujas to Maha Durga, Maha Lakshmi, and Maha Saraswati; and discourses about
 Her; we are joining with millions of others in our prayers. To say that this is a magnificent time is
 such an understatement. 
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On Saturday after the fire ceremony we will have the opportunity to experience the magic of Kathak
 Dance with Signe Ramstorm.  Signe Ramstorm studied classical Indian Kathak Dance with Pt.
 Chitresh Das and performed with the Chitresh Das Dance Company.  Signe’s passion for
 movement & dance honors the body as a temple while preserving the ancient tradition she has

http://www.kathak.org/site/kathak/


 been dancing for 41 years.  We are grateful that she graces the temple with this beauty.  Lunch
 will be served after the short performance.

On Sunday, April 14, we will honor the children (under ten years old) for the aspects of the Divine
 they carry so innocently at this age.  This is an ancient tradition from India and it will be held
 following the fire ceremony and a short child-friendly discourse about the Divine Mother at about
 11am.  We dress them like little devis and devas with veils, crowns, lunghis, malas and
 necklaces.  We also gift them small treats and feed them a meal.  It has been amazing doing this
 for the last 18 years and watching the children grow into lovely young adults who often continue to
 frequent the Ashram.  It is a great blessing for us to be able to do this.

We are quite full in the dorm already for the weekend but some space is available, so give us a call
 at 719-256-4108 or info@babajiashram.org.   Jai Maha Maya Ki Jai!

The Ashram Annual On-Line Auction Coming Soon - June 14 - 23

The dates for our annual Maha Lakshmi On-Line Auction have been set.  It will begin on Friday,
 June 14 and complete on Sunday June 23.  This is always a fun and wonderful way to show your
 support for the Ashram.  We are so deeply appreciative of all those that have participated in the
 past years.  The revenue from the auction has gone a long way to improve and maintain Baba’s
 and Mother’s beautiful home in the Rockies.  

Some of the newest items donated to the auction are Shri
 Babaji’s Mala, a week at the Ashram in Holland (with a tour of
 Amsterdam as well), a one or two week guided tour and
 accommodations at John of God’s Healing Sanctuary in Brazil,
 and blessed items from Haidakhan.  Not all of these wonderful
 items are displayed yet but are being added daily.

It is also helpful to have sponsors for the auction whose photo,
 logo, and website are displayed on the home page as well as
 the email reminders sent out.  The sponsorships are: Maha
 Lakshmi Sponsor - $216; Maha Saraswati Sponsor - $108;
 Maha Durga Sponsor - $54.  Once again call or email us at 719-
256-4108 or info@babajiashram.org.  This auction has become such a fun way to support the
 Ashram.  Thank you so very much!

Guru Purnima, the day you honor your teacher, falls on Monday, July 22. 
 There will be an international celebration in Rieferath, Germany from
 July 19 - 22.  Ramloti, Lok Nath, Gayatri Devi, Shashi and Bipin Agarwal
 will all represent America.  For more information about this gala event go

 

At the moment we are looking for donations of auction items and
 sponsors for the auction.  Would you like to be one of those
 generous people?  Get-aways, electronic gadgets, services,
 large kitchen items, religious or art items are all wonderful
 additions to the auction.  Just call or email the Ashram at 719-
256-4108 or info@babajiashram.org with your ideas and we will
 see if it would be appropriate for the auction.  To get more ideas
 and to view the beginnings of this year’s auction go to
 http://www.biddingforgood.com/auction/AuctionHome.action?
vhost=babajiashram

 

Guru Purnima Celebrations in Germany and in Crestone 

mailto:info@babajiashram.org
mailto:info@babajiashram.org
mailto:info@babajiashram.org
http://www.biddingforgood.com/auction/AuctionHome.action?vhost=babajiashram
http://www.biddingforgood.com/auction/AuctionHome.action?vhost=babajiashram


 to their website at www.babajiashram.de and click on Guru Purnima on
 the upper right, which gives you an option for English.

At the Ashram here, we will have a paduka puja at 9am followed by the
 full-moon fire ceremony at 10am on Monday, July 22.  There will then be
 a meal served at 11am.  Call us for more information or to make a
 reservation at 719-256-4108 or info@babajiashram.org. 

Annual American Haidakhan Samaj Meeting Weekend - July 27 - 28

As we step into April, it is time to begin planning for the summer months.  The Annual American
 Haidakhan Samaj weekend will be held here at the Ashram on Saturday, July 27 and Sunday, July
 28.  There will be daily small fire ceremonies, aarati, chanting, satsang and a meeting to share
 ideas and inspiration on spreading Babaji’s message throughout America.  Gathering with other
 devotees is so full and inspiring.  Many people are already planning to come from around the
 world.  So mark you calendar for this weekend and call us for more information or to make a
 reservation at 719-256-4108 or info@babajiashram.org. 

Family Week at the Ashram - July 30 - August 2

Each day between 10am and 1pm there is a special
 children’s camp run by the same great teachers and
 councilors (and a few more) that were here for last
 year’s successful and fun program.  There are
 groups for children 3 years and above (there is
 babysitting provided for younger children).   This
 includes karma yoga (like picking currants in the
 garden), chanting, art projects, kid-friendly hatha
 yoga, circle time and other fun activities.  During this
 time the workshop facilitated by Sofia Diaz is going
 on so that the parents are free to attend this life-
changing activity.  

As we mentioned last month, we also have a generous donor who is willing to help a family to
 attend that may not be able to due to financial shortages.  Please call the Ashram at 719-256-
4108 or email us at info@babajiashram.org to make reservations, ask questions or discuss some
 financial help.  

The Divine Mother as Fullness of Witness & Luminous Emptiness
Workshop with Sofia Diaz - July 30 - August 2

 

 

Every summer for the last 12 years, we have had our Annual Family Week.  There are a few folks
 that have never missed one!  It is a time for the family to have an Ashram experience and still
 have some afternoon vacation time with trips to the Sand Dunes National Park, hot springs, hiking
 and horseback riding.  It is a special time and the friendships that get built are often lifelong.  
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We relate to the attributes of Mother all of the
 time through Her love and actions.  But to be
 fully in Her awareness is called witnessing. 
 There has been some confusion about this
 state of witnessing  because it has been taught
 through a masculine point of view often to mean
 absolute nothingness.  Emptiness does not
 mean that it is void of emotion.  One of the
 great gifts of Ma is that She stops your mind
 and then instead of reactivating the mind, she
 reactivates your experience of love and beauty.
 This is called luminous emptiness and that
 fullness is love.  Being in these bodies is an
 exercise of love, it is a loving gesture of the
 Mother.  

This non-doing point or resting point for the mind is crucial so that we can step out of the confusion
 of life and just listen to Her guidance.  Through the Divine Mother’s graciousness, when we take
 the mind away from it’s incessant chatter and busyness even for a minute we are filled with the
 diamonds of the Mother’s love.  When we sit in Her divine Presence our mind is graciously erased
 and wrapped in Her flowing silk garb rather than the repetitive disguises we generally use to cover
 our magnificence. 

This workshop will explore these areas and give simple techniques for coming into the space of
 luminous emptiness.  It will be from 10am until 1pm in the kirtan hall of the Ashram and an
 experience that you will treasure always.  Your children can attend the concurrent children’s
 program so that you will be free to take the workshop.  We ask a donation of $108 and some
 partial scholarships are available.  (This children’s program is a gift from the Ashram for our
 children).  Call 719-256-4108 or email us at info@babajiashram.org for more information or to
 make a reservation.   

Karma Yoga and Projects at the Ashram

Lots has been happening at the Ashram, with plenty of karma yoga.  We began the month with a
 good deal of snow.  This is great news for our watershed but also means plenty of shoveling and
 clearing.  We had problems with the structure that holds the heat pipe that has given us solar hot
 water in the earthship for the last 20 years.  Leakage of snow and rain caused rotting of the wood
 which has now been repaired.  

As I read what was written last month about the workshop, I could not find a way to improve upon
 it.  So I leave it where it was with the added suggestion to read Michael Singer’s, The Untethered
 Soul, as a great enhancement to the workshop.
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We also had several feasts at the Ashram.  Sometime Sage comes up to help Elizabeth or Deb in
 the kitchen on these days.  She is really a big help.  Tribhuvan and Ramloti arrived home from
 India with nearly three huge bags of new items for the Maha Lakshmi Shop.  We were so grateful
 to have Rebecca and Jacob here from Missouri to help price and organize everything.  

Of course we have also been busy with preparations for Spring
 Navratri.  We are particularly thankful to Swaha and Rose for all

 the sewing that they have done on Ma’s new saris. 

We are so grateful to all of the those who can come and help at the Ashram and to all of you that
 help make these projects possible by your financial donations.  We ask each of you to look into
 your hearts and see what this Ashram means to you and to please donate as you are able. You
 may go to our website and donate through PayPal . (You can even set up a monthly tithe.) You
 can also send a check (made out to HUA) to P.O. Box 9, Crestone, CO 81131; or you can call us
 at 719-256-4108 with a credit card number. We want to thank you for your support, love and
 prayers.

Recent Events

Maha Shivaratri 

 

“The Night of Lord Shiva!” with all-night chanting followed by the morning fire ceremony and feast
 was wonderful.  The energy was delightfully high and the chanting kept us all on our toes all night,
 except for the children, of course.  It is actually quite amazing how well they can all sleep through

http://www.babajiashram.org/pages/donations.php


India! 

Words fall short when describing a trip to India.  Hopefully the small blurbs below with the photos
 will give you an idea of the immensity of the experience.

Haidakhan

Ramloti, Tribhuvan, Shristi (Ramloti’s sister) and her friend Annie all traveled to Haidakhan
 together.  It was the first trip there for both Tribhuvan and Annie.  The weather was perfect, the
 sacred Gautama Ganga River full and pristine as ever, the people were great and the place
 exuded the divine energy of Shri Babaji.  Gaurhari and Mansing have been overseeing the
 Ashram for years.

 the night.  Thank you to all who participated.  Om Namah Shivaya!

 



Mary, Sabine, Raghuveer, Bhavani
 and Moti Ma, were keeping the office, shop and other things running smoothly.  Girish, the long-
time architect for Haidakhan, showed us the new kutir for Babaji that is being built.  We are so
 grateful for all of their long commitment to Haidakhan.



It was, as always, a blissful time there, full of family and friends.  Bhole Baba Ki Jai!



Babaji Tem      

Babaji’s home in Damodarpur, India is a very special place.  Following the dreams that Shashi
 Agarwal had of Babaji instructing her to do this, it was quite an act of faith to build such a place in
 this remote place where she was raised.  But over the years people have come to know about this
 oasis of Babaji’s love and frequent it more often.  Early this year, a young man, Maheshwara, who
 was well trained in the ashrams of Babaji took up residence there and has attracted even more
 people there.  His daily fire ceremonies and aaratis are now well attended.  It was a real treat to
 meet this dedicated devotee and to sing kirtan with him and all of the people there.  

A big part of the treat was seeing Shashi’s
 family (her two brothers oversee the temple).  Her Mother was here in Colorado and came to the



Temples in Machari, Rajastan

 Ashram for two Navratris a couple of years ago.  She is still radiant and loves to take care of the
 murtis of Shri Babaji, Ganesh, Hanuman, Durga, Lakshmi, Nandi and the huge Shiva Lingam. 
 She is such a love and a blessing to the world.

Brijraj Kumar Mishra, the nephew of Shastriji, had organized the restoration of some small temples
 on the land of Shastriji’s ancestors.  They are called the Satimata Temples of Kalayal Joshi Family
 and are located in the small village of Machari in Rajastan.  Ramloti and Tribhuvan went there and
 helped inaugurate the temples while in India.  It was a very touching ceremony with much devotion
 from the whole extended family.  



After that we visited Shastriji’s home in Rajgarh, where his son, Chandra Dev, has begun a school
 for children.  



Birthdays, School Groups, Easter Weekend, and more Visitors

The celebrations, gatherings and visitors never seem to stop at the Ashram, particularly now that
 the weather is warm again.  We love to share Baba’s and Mother’s home with everyone.  Thank
 you for coming.







Calendar for 2013

April 10 - 18 - Spring Navratri - Divine Mother Festival with daily fire ceremonies, pujas,
 discourses, reading, chanting and other ceremonies.

July 22 - Guru Purnima

July 30 - August 2 -  Annual Family Week w/ concurrent Sofia Diaz Workshop.

October - 4 - 12 - Fall Navratri - Divine Mother Festival with daily fire ceremonies, pujas,
 discourses, reading, chanting and other  ceremonies.

November 3 - Diwali, Festival of Lights. 

Maha Lakshmi Shop Report

We have noticed that shipping on more than one item on our website
 is too expensive so we are in the process of lowering all of our
 shipping prices for additional items.  This will take some time so if you
 want to order things and the shipping seems too high, just email us at
 info@babajiashram.org and we will adjust the shipping on the website
 for you before you order.  The candles, malas, and books have
 already been done.

We have also recently added a digital copy of our aarati CD as sung
 here in Crestone now available for digital download. Please keep an

With all of the items just carried home from India, the Shop is overflowing with many new things as
 well as some of the things that we have been out of for a while.  We
 now have a spectacular sterling silver 5/8 wide Om Namah Shivaya
 bracelet in stock that sells for only $175.  (We were able to get some
 of the old stock of silver in Haidakahn before the prices nearly
 doubled.)  We have new t-shirts of Babaji and the Haidakhan temple,
 colored lungis, new shawls and our wonderful silk altar cloths with
 gold brocade edging.  At this point, it is better to call the Shop as most
 of these items (except the silver bracelets) have not been put on the
 site yet. 
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 eye out for a digital e-book version of the aarati soon to follow.

Go to htt://mahalakshmishop.wazala.com to order all of these on line, or call the Ashram at 719-
256-4108. We also can take orders over the phone, so just call us at 719-256-4108 (every day
 from 10am until 5pm Mountain Time) with your order, any questions and a credit card number
 (Visa, Mastercard or Discover).  It is really nice to connect in this way. We love to talk to you.   

The Shop is a major supporter of the Ashram, so we deeply appreciate your patronage.

Maha Lakshmi Mata Ki Jai!
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