
 

    

Dear Friends,

As I mentioned in the last newsletter, it
 was my birthday weekend and often I will
 spend this with my birth family.  As sweet
 as this always is, singing with almost two
 hundred devotees over those days was
 beyond my greatest expectation.  Some
 times I barely felt the ground below me
 we were flying so high.  Often, I would just
 pause and look at all of the loving faces
 and then at Shri Babaji’s padukas and
 thank Him for this phenomenal spiritual
 family that had become so close to my
 heart.  Thank you to all who made this
 time possible and so precious and thank
 you for the five birthday cakes that my
 sweet tooth loved!  Tribhuvan has written

 more extensively below about the tour and there are many photos as well of that special time. 
 Unfortunately, there are far more wonderful ones than can not fit in this newsletter but all hold
 great memories for us. 

Now it is back to the Ashram getting ready for Shivaratri and then a two week trip to India, Spring
 Navratri, and the annual on-line auction.  Somehow, it is always very full here.  I am so grateful for
 the loving and unselfish people that I live with here at the Ashram and those that come in and
 work here.  It is only possible to keep up with everything and also be able to travel because of
 them.  I am so grateful that all that has been given to me.     

With deep love,
Ramloti

Ceremonies and Schedule
The new-moon fire ceremony this month is on Monday, March 11 (Shivaratri) and the full-moon fire
 ceremony is on Wednesday, March 27.  The fire ceremonies begin at 10:08 am and are followed
 by a meal.  Please arrive freshly bathed, in a long skirt or pants with shoulders covered, and
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Just now I was going through all of the photos from the events in Colorado and Florida and I was
 once again astounded by the love and deep hospitality that I felt at each stop.  Some places had
 eighty or a hundred people, some had fifteen or twenty in attendance, but all were full of devotion
 and longing for the bliss of Shri Babaji.  If I was ever tired from a slightly ambitious schedule, just
 melting into the energy at each location sent me to heaven.  
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 having fasted from grains, cereals, meat or eggs.  (Fruit, yogurt, nuts, veggies and tea or coffee
 are fine to eat before.  Also if you have a dietary need for something more hardy before our meal
 at 11:30 or so, please partake.)

Our evening aarati is at 6pm and morning aarati is at 7am with a paduka puja in Shri Babaji’s kutir
 each morning at 6:30am.  Lunch is served at about 12:30 pm, and we invite you to join us. (Call if
 you are a group or have special dietary needs.) The Maha Lakshmi Shop is open every day from
 10am until 5pm.

If you would like to participate by sponsoring a fire ceremony, we would like to send you a blessed
 item from the fire ceremony. They are:

$27 sponsorship - Copper, brass, nickel Om Namah Shivaya bracelet
$54 sponsorship - Rudraksha, Rosewood, or Tulsi Mala
$108 sponsorship - Rose Quartz Mala or a copper, silver, brass bracelet

You can make the donation online by just clicking here or by calling 719-256-4108, or by emailing
 the Ashram at info@BabajiAshram.org. You may also send us a check made to HUA to: P.O. Box
 9, Crestone, CO 81131. 

We are continually grateful for all of your support of the Ashram.

“The Night of Lord Shiva!” and the night we chant together from 10pm
 until 4am interspersed with lingam pujas.  This is all followed by a fire
 ceremony the next morning (Monday, March 11) and a feast.  Please
 join us for all or any.  It is also a time for fasting, so only light snack
 (fruits, nuts, sweets, and chai) will be available all night.  

We are pretty full in the dorm already for that night of very little sleep but

 

Maha Shivaratri - Evening of Sunday, March 10 - March 11
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 call or email at 719-256-4108 or info@babajiashram.org if you want to
 come and we can make it work.  Shiva Shambo Bhagwan Ki Jai!

Spring is coming with all of its aliveness.  What better
 time to come together to celebrate the Divine Mother
 in gratitude and love.  Join us on either the physical
 or spiritual level from April 10 through April 18. 
 During these days of fire ceremonies, pujas to Maha
 Durga, Maha Lakshmi, and Maha Durga; and
 discourses about Her; we are joining with millions of
 others in our prayers. To say that this is a
 magnificent time is such an understatement.  

We are quite full in the dorm already for the weekend
 but some space is available, so give us a call at 719-
256-4108 or info@babajiashram.org.   Jai Maha Maya
 Ki Jai!

The Ashram Annual On-Line Auction Coming Soon

For the last five years, the Ashram has conducted an on-line auction to raise money for the support
 and growth of the Ashram.  These funds have been so valuable for the Ashram and it is no
 different this year.  The dates have not been set yet but it will happen in the next few months.  At
 the moment we are looking for donations of auction items and sponsors for the auction.

We have already had some get-a-ways donated such as: a week at the award-winning spa,
 Kamalaya, on Koh Samui, Thailand; a week a Whispers Resort on Treasure Island, FL; and a
 week of accommodations in Dehradun, northern India with guided sightseeing to Haridwar and
 Rishikesh.

We also have several overnight accommodations in Crestone, dinners at restaurants, and passes
 to hot springs.  Many practitioners have offered massages, clinical visits, dental work, astrological
 readings, and yoga sessions.

We are so fortunate to have such generosity extended to us.  Would you like to be one of those
 generous people?  Electronic gadgets, large kitchen items, religious or art items are also
 wonderful  additions to the auction.  Just call or email the Ashram at 719-256-4108 or

 

Spring Navratri - April 10 - 18
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 info@babajiashram.org with your ideas and we see if it would be appropriate for the auction.  To
 get more ideas or to view last year’s auction go to
 http://www.biddingforgood.com/auction/AuctionHome.action?vhost=babajiashram

As I mentioned, it is also helpful to have sponsors for the auction whose photo, logo, and website
 are displayed on the home page as well as the email reminders sent out.  The sponsorships are:
 Maha Lakshmi Sponsor - $216; Maha Saraswati Sponsor - $108; Maha Durga Sponsor - $54. 
 Once again call or email us at 719-256-4108 or info@babajiashram.org.  This auction has become
 such a fun way to support the Ashram.  Thank you!

Annual American Haidakhan Samaj Meeting Weekend - July 26 - 29

Gathering with other devotees is so full and inspiring.  Many people are already planning to come
 from around the world.  So mark you calendar for this weekend and call us for more information or
 to make a reservations at at 719-256-4108 or info@babajiashram.org. 

Family Week at the Ashram - July 30 - August 2

Every summer for the last 12 years, we have had our family week.  There are a few folks that have
 never missed one!  It is a time for the family to have an Ashram experience and still have some
 afternoon vacation time with trips to the Sand Dunes National Park, hot springs, hiking and
 horseback riding.  It is a special time and the friendships that get built are often lifelong.  

Each day between 10am and 1pm there is a special children’s camp run by experienced teachers

 

 

mailto:info@babajiashram.org
http://www.biddingforgood.com/auction/AuctionHome.action?vhost=babajiashram
mailto:info@babajiashram.org
mailto:info@babajiashram.org


 and councilors for children 3 years and above (there is babysitting provided for younger children). 
 This includes karma yoga, chanting, art projects, kid-friendly hatha yoga, circle time and other fun
 activities.  During this time the workshop facilitated by Sofia Diaz is going on so that the parents
 are free to attend this life-changing activity.  

As we mentioned last month, we also have a generous donor who is willing to help a family to
 attend that may not be able to due to financial shortages.  Please call the Ashram at 719-256-
4108 or email us at info@babajiashram.org to make reservations, ask questions or discuss some
 financial help.  

The Divine Mother as Fullness of Witness & Luminous Emptiness
Workshop with Sofia Diaz - July 30 - August 2

This non-doing point or resting point for the mind is
 crucial so that we can step out of the confusion of
 life and just listen to Her guidance.  Through the
 Divine Mother’s graciousness, when we take the
 mind away from it’s incessant chatter and
 busyness even for a minute we are filled with the
 diamonds of the Mother’s love.  When we sit in Her
 divine Presence our mind is graciously erased and
 wrapped in Her flowing silk garb rather than the
 repetitive disguises we generally use to cover our
 magnificence. 

This workshop will explore these areas and give
 simple techniques for coming into the space of luminous emptiness.  It will be from 10am until 1pm
 in the kirtan hall of the Ashram and an experience that you will treasure always.  We ask a
 donation of $108 and some partial scholarships are available.  Call 719-256-4108 or email us at
 info@babajiashram.org for more information or to make a reservation.   

Karma Yoga and Projects at the Ashram

 

We relate to the attributes of Mother all of the time through Her love and actions.  But to be fully in
 Her awareness is called witnessing.  There has
 been some confusion about this state of
 witnessing  because it has been taught through a
 masculine point of view often to mean absolute
 nothingness.  Emptiness does not mean that it is
 void of emotion.  One of the great gifts of Ma is
 that She stops your mind and then instead of
 reactivating the mind, she reactivates your
 experience of love and beauty. This is called
 luminous emptiness and that fullness is love. 
 Being in these bodies is an exercise of love, it is a
 loving gesture of the Mother.  

 

Despite the cold weather and wonderful amount of snow, karma yoga and other projects to
 upgrade the Ashram have been done.  The first is the changing of the temple lighting from DC
 (direct current) to AC (alternating current).  If you have been here in the evening you may have
 noticed the lack of and dimming of lights making it hard to read the aarati and bhajan books.  The
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We have also had a lovely new drape made for behind
 our Divine Mother (as shown in the photo above).  We
 had a group from  Colorado College come to the
 Ashram to do mitigating around the bottom of the
 driveway.  This will help protect our exit in case of a
 wildfire.  We have been busy cutting out and sewing
 saris for Ma for Spring Navratri.  We have also been
 doing a great deal of cutting dead trees for our firewood
 supply.  

We are so grateful to all of the those who can come and
 help at the Ashram and to all of you that help make
 these projects possible by your financial donations.  We
 ask each of you to look into your hearts and see what this Ashram means to you and to please
 donate as you are able. You may go to our website and donate through PayPal . (You can even
 set up a monthly tithe.) You can also send a check (made out to HUA) to P.O. Box 9, Crestone,
 CO 81131; or you can call us at 719-256-4108 with a credit card number. We want to thank you
 for your support, love and prayers.

Recent Events

Denver and Florida - What a Blessed Time!

        As a fairly new (in this lifetime, anyway) devotee of Babaji and resident at the Ashram here in
 Crestone, I am always moved by the expression of devotion and fire I witness in the hearts of
 other devotees of the Babaji Family. The chanting and fire ceremony tour that Ramloti, Bipin,
 Shashi and myself undertook in Denver and Florida was most certainly afire with devotion and was
 one of the most beautiful and loving experiences of my life.

Starting in Denver and staying with Shashi and Bipin, who have become parents to me in their
 example and teachings of graciously walking through one’s karma, was so beautiful because for
 the first time I had the opportunity to experience many of the Indian families that have come to the
 Ashram for some time in their own setting and I got to see how each of these families has
 welcomed Baba in to their homes. I am so humbled by the graciousness, poise, generosity and
 love that each family expressed in their preparation and receiving of Baba’s Padukas in to their
 homes. In some cases there were also 100 or more people to boot! As a more recent devotee of
 Baba, I cannot emphasize enough how this experience has opened my heart in ways
 unimaginable and I am so grateful to be witness to such devotion. A special thank you to our
 Denver hosts: Shashi and Bipin, Smita and Prabodh, Monika and Sumit, and Sabina and Ajay.

As if Denver were not enough, I then got to fly to Florida with Baba’s Padukas and Shashi, Bipin
 and Ramloti, where Richard and Roslyn joined us. This was so special to see the Babaji family in
 another state and another setting. Our hosts were beyond gracious and we really could not have
 asked for better accommodations. We started at Sharda and Jeffrey’s house on the beach in St.
 Pete where they have a temple room so beautifully devotional that I felt like I was back at the
 Ashram here in Crestone. We had both fire and chanting events at Sacred Lands, which were truly
 sacred, and a beautiful fire ceremony at The Long House all in St. Pete. It is interesting to witness
 the flames of devotion catch among people first exposed to the fire ceremony as they can feel the
 direct connection that is so often experienced among participants. 

We then drove over to the east coast of Florida where an amazing woman (thank you Mady)

 change over has made a huge difference giving off much more light with less use of the solar
 electric.  The light bulbs are also much easier to obtain and less expensive, since this is the more
 usual kind of current used today.  
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 offered us her condo on Ft. Lauderdale beach for two days. The next morning we held a very
 special fire ceremony at Roslyn’s house and then that evening we were treated to a wonderful
 dinner at Marlene’s house and then I got to meet some long time devotees at Bob’s house in Coral
 Gables. We then were hosted by Elaine at Olga’s house in North Palm Beach the next morning for
 perhaps our first ever fire ceremony on the beach, which was so beautiful. We then experienced
 some nice silence and beautiful nature in Jupiter at Jim and Sari’s house, where we had an
 evening of chanting and stories at Jim and Sari’s office of Transformational Studies. The next day
 we had a beautiful fire ceremony at Sal and Serena’s home where I was truly moved by
 everyone’s love and devotion.

The final fire ceremony was in Alachua, Florida. This is truly an inspirational place where east
 meets west in a seamless melding of Sanatan Dharma in practice in American capitalism. We had
 an inspiring satsang with Michael Singer, author of The Untethered Soul, and then headed back to
 Jeffrey and Sharda’s for a little rest before flying back to Colorado the next evening.

For me this experience was deeply heart-opening and really demonstrated the power of Babaji’s
 teaching and presence to bring together people of all walks of life to set aside all differences in the
 unity of The Sanatan Dharma. I witnessed heart after heart afire with devotion for the love of
 Babaji’s teachings brought to earth time and again . . . Thank you to all for your generosity,
 graciousness, devotion and love. My heart has again been renewed and set afire with love for all
 of Babaji’s family.   Bhole Baba Ki Jai!  Tribhuvan











The Ashram’s Newish Car!

On the last day of the tour, Premanand called us in Florida about devotees who were selling a
 2003 Honda Pilot LE, that he thought we should consider buying.  All of our Ashram vehicles are
 1997 or older and it seemed wise to consider getting a newer, more reliable car.  The devotees
 were excited that their very well taken care of car would go to the Ashram (brand new tires, fresh
 oil change, remote starter and in great condition inside and out).  They would have liked to donate
 it to us (as all of our cars have been thus far) but really needed some money for a purchase they
 were making.  So they lowered the price appreciably and we bought it.  We went over to their
 home the morning we got home from Denver with Shri Babaji’s padukas to a freshly prepared altar
 for Him with halva and prasad.  As we signed the papers, it all seemed like Baba was blessing the
 whole affair.  We walked Baba’s padukas to the new car and He drove home to Crestone in it. 
 Here are some photos of the car.  Bhole Baba Ki Jai!

Our Visitors, Children and Families

We have had college classes come to the Ashram this last month for aarati, tours and karma
 yoga.  It is always great to meet these young folks.  We have also had our families here and seen
 so many new and old friends in our travels.  I also went to our neighboring Buddhist Center for the
 Tibetan New Years.  You all are a big part of the life of the Ashram. Thank you!

 





Calendar for 2013

March 10  - All-night chanting for Maha Shivaratri.  Aarati is at 6pm with first lingam puja at
 7pm.  All-night chanting begins at 10pm with next lingam puja and goes until 4am. 

March 11 - Maha Shivaratri fire ceremony at 10am, followed by a meal. 

April 10 - 18 - Spring Navratri - Divine Mother Festival with daily fire ceremonies, pujas,
 discourses, reading, chanting and other ceremonies.

July 22 - Guru Purnima

July 30 - August 2 -  Annual Family Week w/ concurrent Sofia Diaz Workshop.

October - 4 - 12 - Fall Navratri - Divine Mother Festival with daily fire ceremonies, pujas,
 discourses, reading, chanting and other  ceremonies.

November 3 - Diwali, Festival of Lights. 

Maha Lakshmi Shop Report
We have noticed that shipping on more than one item on our website is too expensive so we are in the
 process of lowering all of our shipping prices for additional items.  This will take some time so if you want
 to order things and the shipping seems too high, just email us at info@babajiashram.org and we will
 adjust the shipping on the website for you before you order.  The candles and books have already been
 done.

We have just gotten a new shipment of our lovely deity candles.  They are all hand decorated with tiny
 jewels and come in small size (4.5”) for $12 and large (8”) for $15.  They are a lovely addition to your altar
 or home.  When the candles burn out you can fill them with sand or rice and use as an incense burner or
 put a votive candle on the top.  They are definitely too beautiful to discard.  
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Go to htt://mahalakshmishop.wazala.com to order all of these on line, or call the Ashram at 719-
256-4108. We also can take orders over the phone, so just call us at 719-256-4108 (every day
 from 10am until 5pm Mountain Time) with your order, any questions and a credit card number
 (Visa, Mastercard or Discover).  It is really nice to connect in this way. We love to talk to you.   

The Shop is a major support of the Ashram, so we deeply appreciate your patronage.

Maha Lakshmi Mata Ki Jai!
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