
 

    

Dear Friends,

I was in tears as I read them and realized that it was just a little over a year ago that I guided
 Sherry to build her beautiful kund, trained her to conduct a fire ceremony and then flew there to
 perform the first ceremony.  This past summer, Ferd came to the Ashram to learn the fire
 ceremony.  After several days of training, I teamed him up with Sherry to conduct the small daily
 fire during family week.  They connected well and he asked her to come to Canada to help
 inaugurate the new kund that he had built there.  And so this profound ritual that Shri Babaji gave
 to us is spreading around the country.
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This past month has been filled with many “aha” experiences and inspirations.  Early in the month I
 received two emails on the same day.  The first was from Sherry Summers with a photo from the
 new-moon fire ceremony at her center in St. Louis, MO, and the second was from Ferd in Sault
 Ste. Marie, Canada, with photos of their new havan kund and their first fire ceremony.

Now that my health has returned and I am feeling
 strong again, I have begun considering doing
 another tour this winter.  As I thought about a
 theme, the fire ceremony kept coming to my
 mind.  I could hear Shri Babaji’s, Muniraji’s and
 Shastriji’s words about the fire and I knew that
 this is what is important.  Babaji – “The origin of
 Creation stems from the havan….  By doing
 havan, people gain happiness and all the
 pleasures of life; they all have good thoughts and
 love for each other.”  Muniraji – “The fire
 ceremony has the power to purify the
 environment from the ill effects of pollution.” 
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In late June, we were in great drought and
 extreme fire danger, so much so that we could
 not even light a matchstick outside.  But knowing
 that Shri Babaji had said that it is the fire
 ceremony that brings the rain and balance, it
 seemed absurd to not have one.  So we
 continued with the daily ritual outside with the
 puja and mantras but instead of grains, we
 offered flower petals to the havan kund that in

 place of a physical fire had the fire of love burning in it.  Well, the rains did come to our area and
 we were saved by the grace of the Divine from wild fires.

Normally we stop doing the small daily fire ceremony at the beginning of November, as we have
 not yet built an indoor dhuni.  It usually becomes so cold by then that the ghee freezes, not to
 mention our fingers.  The past couple weeks, however, have been unseasonably warm.  As I
 awoke on Thanksgiving and began thinking of the food I was to prepare for our luncheon, I was
 overwhelmed with the thought, “How can we only think about filling our bellies? Let us have a fire
 ceremony first and feed the gods.”  So that is what we did and it was magnificent.  We plan to
 continue as long as the weather remains warm.  

Each time I perform the fire ceremony I am deeply grateful to Shri Babaji for teaching us this
 incredibly powerful ritual in a simple way that we can do here in the West.  If you would like to
 bring the fire ceremony to your area, please let me know as soon as possible, and we will see
 when we can make it happen.  We will also be bringing Shri Babaji’s Padukas (wooden sandals
 that He wore) with us on the trip in February, so we will be having daily paduka pujas.  We will also
 be available for aarati, chanting, satsang, puja training and fire ceremony training.

Our world is in such need of balance, harmony and peace.  Let us all step together to make a
 difference and set the universe “Afire with the Flames of Devotion.” 
 Bhole Baba Ki Jai!

With deep love,
Ramloti

Ceremonies and Schedule
The new-moon fire ceremony this month is on Thursday, December 13, and the full-moon fire

 Shastriji – “Before the creation of the universe;
 Brahma, Vishnu and Shiva used to perform fire
 ceremonies to the Divine Mother.  That is why it
 is said the fire ceremony is a support for the
 entire universe.”



 ceremony is on Friday, December 28.  The fire ceremonies begin at 10:08 am and are followed by
 a meal.  Our evening aarati is at 6pm and morning aarati is at 8am with a paduka puja in Shri
 Babaji’s kutir each morning at 7:30am.  This later morning aarati time will continue through the
 colder, darker winter months.  Lunch is served at about 1:00 pm, and we invite you to join us (call
 if you are a group or have special dietary needs). The Maha Lakshmi Shop is open every day from
 10am until 5pm.

If you would like to participate by sponsoring a fire ceremony, we would like to send you a blessed
 item from the fire ceremony. They are:

$27 sponsorship - Copper, brass, nickel Om Namah Shivaya bracelet
$54 sponsorship - Rose Quartz, Rosewood or Tulsi Mala
$108 sponsorship - Rudraksha Mala or Copper, silver, brass bracelet

You can make the donation online by just clicking here or by calling 719-256-4108, or by emailing
 the Ashram at info@BabajiAshram.org. You may also send us a check made to HUA to: P.O. Box
 9, Crestone, CO 81131. 

We are continually grateful for all of your support of the Ashram.

Sacred Fire Ceremony Immersion - Saturday, January 12

 

What if 2013 was a year of positive change
 and you were a part of that shift?  What if
 you began the New Year by learning or
 recommitting to do a small sacred fire
 ceremony on a regular basis to help bring
 peace, harmony and abundance (spiritual
 and material) to your family and area?  Shri
 Muniraji said about the fire, “The yagna (fire
 ceremony) Babaji taught us is not just for
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To facilitate this, Ramloti and Tribuvhan will
 travel from the Ashram to Pasadena,
 California, with Shri Babaji’s paduka
 (sandals) on Saturday, January 12, to lead
 an all-day immersion in the fire ceremony. 
 The day will begin at 11am with a paduka
 puja, fire ceremony and aarati.  We will then
 spend the rest of the day learning more

 about the history and significance of the sacred fire, as well as learn (or for those that took the
 training last year, deepen our understanding of) each step to perform a simple fire ceremony of
 your own.  The location is:  3210 Lombardy, Pasadena, CA, 90017.  If you have questions about
 directions, call Echo at: 310-880-0259.

This will be a very rich day in the company of others that want to make a difference in the world. 
 The suggested donation for the day is $108; partial scholarships are available and money should
 definitely not be an issue in your decision to be there if you feel it in your heart.  There would be
 some room for folks to stay the night, so folks from out of town are welcome.  You would also have
 the option to attend the large Makar Sankrant fire ceremony the next day in Yorba Linda (see
 below).

For more information about the training please call Ramloti at 719-256-4108 or 719-480-5514.   To
 register and to find out about overnight accommodations call Randi Rubin at 951-808-1010. 

Makar Sankrant Ceremony in Yorba Linda, CA

 peace on earth, but for the support of the
 entire universe.  In order to achieve this
 objective we try and perform as many
 yagnas as possible….  Each and every
 problem on this earth, like war, suppression
 or discrimination can be resolved at a
 spiritual level.”

 



Afire with the Flames of Devotion - A Tour of Love

In keeping with this tradition, we will bring Shri
 Babaji’s padukas to different homes this January and February and perform pujas, chanting, aarati
 and fire ceremonies as appropriate.  Since we will be driving, we probably will not be going too far
 north this trip, due to winter weather.  But if you you feel a deep calling in your heart, let’s see if
 and when we can make it happen.  I truly believe that when we call to Shri Babaji, He always
 answers.  As Babaji said to Lahiri Mahasaya, “There is no separation for us, my beloved child. 
 Wherever you are, whenever you call me, I shall be with you instantly.”

Please call us at 719-256-4108, or email us at info@babajiashram.org as soon as possible as the
 locations are already filling up. 

With the warm weather, we have been able to
 continue on much maintenance of the Ashram. 
 
The yurt has been newly dry-walled and
 painted, and in the spring we will shampoo the

Makar Sankrant in India is said to be the day that the sun begins its upward journey, symbolizing
 the expansion and upliftment of our spiritual endeavors.  It is a time of great significance and
 marks the beginning of auspicious times. The beginning of the period, when the sun travels
 northwards, is considered highly favorable for auspicious activities. Shri Babaji said that on this
 day, no negative energies are present on the earth.  Since the actual day is on Monday, January
 14, we will observe it the day before with a paduka puja, fire ceremony, aarati, chanting and a
 bhandara (feast).  This will be held at the home of Chandresh and Jayshree Trivedi at:17352
 Yorkshire Ave., Yorba Linda, CA 92886 and Shri Babaji’s padukas (sandals) will grace the event. 
 Call the Trivedis at: 714-484-3636 for directions or to let them know you are coming.  For more
 information about the event, please call Randi at 951-808-1010.

 

Shri Babaji would travel around India occasionally to different people’s homes, blessing them with
 His presence and performing fire ceremonies, aarati and chanting.  I remember being with Him at
 some of these homes and how people would welcome Him with so much love and reverence.  No
 leaf was left unturned to assure His comfort.  Even if He just came for a cup of tea; there were
 flowers, puja, gifts, sweets and entertainment waiting for Him.  After Babaji left His body, this
 tradition has been continued by bringing his padukas (sandals) from home to home.

 

Karma Yoga at the Ashram
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 carpet, to get it all fresh for warm weather
 occupancy.  (Jonathan, its main occupant,
 moves to the warmer dormitory in the winter.)  

The small septic system for the pujari room,
 which handles the washing of the havan dishes
 (often laden with ghee), was dug up, cleaned
 and enlarged.  

The windows in the original part of the temple have received new weather-stripping.  The water
 system was flushed, the greenhouse and garden readied for winter, and additional firewood
 chopped.

The rooms in the dormitory have all received
 names (Shiva, Ganesh, Hanuman, Lakshmi and
 Krishna) with beautiful name plaques made.  All of

 the Ashram road signs have been repainted.  



It has been a busy time at the Ashram, with lots to take care of.  We are so grateful to all of the
 those who can come and help at the Ashram and to all of you that help make these projects
 possible by your financial donations.  We ask each of you to look into your hearts and see what
 this Ashram means to you and to please donate as you are able. You may go to our website and
 donate through PayPal . (You can even set up a monthly tithe.) You can also send a check made
 out to HUA at P.O. Box 9, Crestone, CO 81131; or you can call us at 719-256-4108 with a credit
 card number. We want to thank you for your support, love and prayers.

Ashram Toll-Free Number Phased Out

The Ashram is investigating changing our landline to a more economical service.  This, however,
 cannot support the toll-free number.  We have noticed that our toll-free phone number is actually
 used very rarely, probably due to the predominant use of cell phones and calling plans.   The
 Ashram Board, therefore, has voted to discontinue our toll-free number as of January 1, 2013. 
 The only land number will be 719-256-4108.  Please note this for your convenience.  

Adjustment to Calendar

The Annual American Haidakhan Samaj meeting will be held the weekend before Family Week, on
 July 27 and 28.  As we normally are totally booked for these events, you may want to make your
 arrangements early.  Call the Ashram at 719-256-4108 or email us at info@babajiashram.org for
 more information.

Recent Events

Holland Ashram Fund Raiser Auction a Big Success

 

 

Many people look forward to our yearly event of Family Week, with the concurrent workshop led by
 Sofia Diaz.  This year it will begin on Tuesday, July 30, and run through Friday, August 2, with an
 optional field-trip to the Sand Dunes on Saturday morning, August 3.  This is one week later than
 we originally announced and has been changed to facilitate those that would like to travel to
 Germany for the international Guru Purnima Celebration.  Guru Purnima is on Monday, July 22,
 2013, and the international festival will probably be from July 18 – 22.

http://www.babajiashram.org/pages/donations.php
mailto:info@babajiashram.org


Good news!  The Holland Ashram raised nearly $20,000 on their auction to help pay down the loan
 taken to finish the new temple and kirtan hall.  We put in several bids on some of the items but
 were out-bid in the end.  The three items that we donated were purchased, though, so we were
 happy that the Ashram here supported this great effort for one of our fellow Ashrams.  Thank you
 to all of you that bid on items as well.

What a special day we had on
 Diwali beginning with a large fire
 ceremony and lunch with over 40
 people attending. We also had a
 group of students from Verde
 Valley School in Sedona, AZ,
 visiting that day and they helped
 set up all the candles for the
 evening festivities.  

That night we had over 200 people and wonderful participation from our different groups in the
 area leading chants, songs and poems.  The grounds were aglow with candles as was our
 beloved Divine Mother.  What a magical, inspirational time we had! 

 

Diwali, Festival of Lights



A Loving Thanksgiving
On Thanksgiving we began with a fire ceremony, and then about 20 of us shared a vegetarian
 Thanksgiving lunch.  The most special part of the day was that we were from all around the world.
  An elderly man had just flown in from southern India and was here with eight of his Indian family
 and friends.  Sequoia, an indigenous Native American elder, had flown in from Canada on his way
 to South America to meet with some Mayan elders.  James O'Dea from Ireland was at the table,
 being back in Crestone after traveling extensively last month to war-torn areas where he works
 with people to find peaceful resolutions to issues.  There were two other east Indian families, and
 those of us who live here as well.  As we shared what we were grateful for, tears filled my eyes
 with gratitude. 

 



Our Visitors, Children and Families

Here are some photos of some of the folks that have graced this Ashram with their presence. 
 Thank you for coming!

 







Calendar for 2012

December 13 - Full-moon fire ceremony at 10am, followed by a meal. 

December 28 - New-moon fire ceremony at 10am, followed by a meal.

Calendar for 2013

January 14 - Makar Sankrant

February 14 - Shri Babaji’s Mahasamadhi

March 10  - All-night chanting for Maha Shivaratri 

March 11 - Maha Shivaratri fire ceremony at 10am, followed by a meal 

April 10 - 18 - Spring Navratri - Divine Mother Festival with daily fire ceremonies, pujas,
 discourses, reading, chanting and other ceremonies.

July 22 - Guru Purnima

July 30 - August 2 -  Annual Family Week w/ concurrent Sofia Diaz Workshop.

October - 4 - 12 - Fall Navratri - Divine Mother Festival with daily fire ceremonies, pujas,
 discourses, reading, chanting and other  ceremonies.

November 3 - Diwali, Festival of Lights 



  

Maha Lakshmi Shop Report

This is a time of year when we often pause and give thanks for all we have been given and want to
 remember those that we love.  For those of you who would like to give a gift from the Maha
 Lakshmi Shop, which could inspire or bless someone’s life, we would like to facilitate this in the
 following three ways.  

First:  We would be happy to bless a mala, bracelet, Shiva Lingam, puja item, book or other gift at
 the Feet of Shri Babaji and the Divine Mother before we ship them to you (or we could also drop
 ship it for you with an Om Namah Shivaya card to your loved one.)

Second:  We would like to extend a 10% discount on all purchases between $27 and $216. 
 Although you will still see the original costs on our site, the discount will calculate at the time of
 purchase if you put in the code at the top of the site.  This offer is good until the end of the year.

We are also excited to announce that our 2013 Babaji
 Calendars are on their way here from Italy.  These
 should be available in a few days and sell for $18.  They
 will not be on the website but call us at 719-256-4108 or
 email us at www.babajiashram.org before they run out.  

You can order most of the our items on line at:
 http://mahalakshmishop.wazala.com/. We also can take
 orders over the phone, so just call us at 719-256-4108
 (every day from 10am until 5pm Mountain Time) with
 your order, any questions and a credit card number
 (Visa, Mastercard or Discover).  It is really nice to
 connect in this way. We love to talk to you.   

The Shop is a major support of the Ashram, so we
 deeply appreciate your patronage.

Maha Lakshmi Mata Ki Jai!

 

Third:  We would also like to offer free shipping on all purchases above $27 to the continental US. 
 except on large murtis (statues) over $216.  For this savings though you need to call the shop
 directly at 719-256-4108 or email us at shop@babajiashram.org.  We will still give the 10% off on

 your purchase as well.
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