ASHRAM NEWS UPDATE
Diwali 2020
Dear Friends,
On Saturday, November 14, we will celebrate Diwali the “festival of lights”. The festival
celebrates the triumph of light over dark, and bestows the blessings of victory,
freedom, and enlightenment. It is about welcoming new beginnings and inviting Lord
Ganesh, the remover of obstacles, and Mother Lakshmi, the goddess of wealth, into
the home. It's associated with Lord Ram's return to his kingdom in Ayodhya after exile
and rescuing his wife from demon king Ravana. In some parts of India, it is the
observed as the day that Maha Lakshmi was churned from the ocean, the day several
demons were killed, the beginning of a new year, and the time to open new accounts.
We have heard from many that this past year has been an unsettling and difficult one.
So as we consider new beginnings on Diwali, perhaps if we all light a candle either
here in the temple or in your home, we can be part of bringing more light and healing
to ourselves, to this world, and to Mother Earth.

In truth and love,
Ramloti

Join us Virtually for Diwali

Diwali is always a big festival at the Ashram and around the world for that matter. It is
full of deep symbolism and we take it to our hearts. As we are still closed to all visitors,
we will be live-streaming the festivities morning and evening. Seeing this as an
important part of staying connected, we have gone ahead and connected both the
temple and grounds with WiFi for better streaming (hopefully no more breaks in the

recording). To preserve the shanti vibe of the temple and grounds however, we will
keep the WiFi off all of the time when we are not doing our video work.
We will begin our live-stream on Ramloti Wood Facebook channel at 10am MT with
an ancestor puja (Tarpanam), followed by the new-moon fire ceremony, and chanting.
We will then begin again at 6pm with aarati in the candle-lit temple, followed by
chanting. Ceremonies will be posted on Ramloti Wood YouTube channel a few hours
later.
You can participate in the ancestor puja with a small bowl of water (or body of water)
and a small offering of black (white is okay too) sesame seeds, rice, and flower petals.
Hold your ancestors in your heart, names are wonderful but not necessary, while we
say the 8 short prayers, and make the offerings to the water. This is to thank, nurture,
and help our ancestors on their heavenly journey. You may also sponsor the
auspicious fire ceremony by going to www.babajiashram.org/donate.
Just before 6pm, your name and intention can be placed under one or more of the
clay candleholders and left to burn through the evening asking for blessings from Shri
Babaji, the Divine Mother, and Lord Ganesh. You may simply email us at
info@babajiashram.org with your request or you can make a donation through:
• PayPal to shop@babajiashram.org
• Through GoFundMe at https://gf.me/u/ypgui5
• Call us at 719-256-4108 with a credit card
All of these modalities will get your name under a candle and you are also able to
leave a specific prayer there as well.
Let us all join together to bring more light to the world!

Upcoming Fire Ceremonies
With winter here, we will be moving our fire ceremonies to 11amMT so that we have
a better chance of having the ceremony outside without the ghee freezing. This will
begin with the full-moon on Monday, November 30. The new-moon fire ceremony will
be at 11am on Monday, December 14 and the full-moon fire ceremony in December
will be on Tuesday, December29. All will be followed by chanting and live-streamed
at Ramloti Wood Facebook page at 11am. By early afternoon, they will be posted on
Ramloti Wood YouTube channel.

Karma Yoga at the Ashram
We remain extremely busy at the Ashram with all of the maintenance that it takes to
run an off-the-grid 101-acre facility. Batteries, solar pumps, generators, green house
beds all needed repair recently. Fire mitigation, clean up, snow clearing, water system
cleaning, live-streaming ceremonies, on-line meditations, discourses, cleaning, and
all the rest continue to go on daily.

Our big project yesterday was cleaning the temple from top to bottom to prepare for
Maha Lakshmi and Lord Ganesh arriving in a special way for Diwali. Thank you all for
your ongoing love and support. Many devotees make a monthly tithe to all of this and
you can support this way as well, at www.babajiashram.org/donate.

Annual Holiday On-line Auction
November 27- December 6
Beginning on the famous shopping day, Friday of Thanksgiving weekend and running
through the next weekend ending on Sunday, December 6, we will have our annual
Holiday on-line fundraising auction. This will give you time to receive your winnings
and gift them during the holiday season if you choose. There will be malas from Shri
Babaji and the Divine Mother, malas blessed in Haidakhan; other blessed items, like
prayer bells; massages; healing sessions; art pieces; and many other wonderful
surprises. We will let you know after Diwali when the site can be viewed. This auction
has always been fun and a big help to our operating budget. If you have things you
think might sale, please contact us at 719-256-4108 or info@babajiashram.org. We
thank you in advance for your support and love.

Shopping for Your Home or the Holidays?

An easy way to support the Ashram is to use Amazon Smile when you purchase on Amazon.
It works the same way as regular Amazon but you do need to go to smile.amazon.com
when shopping. You also need to select HUA as the charity first. You can do this buy going
to https://smile.amazon.com/ch/74-2482773 the first time and then shop at
smile.amazon.com there onwards. With Amazon Smile, a certain amount of every purchase
goes to the Ashram, but your purchase price remains the same as when shopping on
amazon.com.

Maha Lakshmi Shop Report
The Maha Lakshmi Shop, a major support of the Ashram, is happy to announce the arrival
of a stunning 2021 “Visions of the Divine Mother of Crestone” calendar. It has beautiful
quotes each month from the Haidakhandewari Sapta Sati (700 verses in praise of the Divine
Mother), all of the moon fire ceremonies, and other festivals.
This elegant 11x11” color calendar sells for only $15 plus shipping. You will find it on our
Online Shop.

We also have some wonderful cotton masks hand-painted by many of our local artists. They
have all been washed and are hand washable. Here are a few of them, they are $15 each.
These and several other more unique items are not on line but you can call us at 719-2564108 or email us at info@babajiashram.org for ordering or to have more photos sent. We
love to hear from you. Maha Lakshmi Mata Ki Jai!

We have a 20-inch, heavy brass Maha
Lakshmi with Deep. Blessed at the pujas for
Navratri and for the puja at the fire ceremony
on Sharad Purnima. Comes with all of Her
Navratri clothes and jewels, special Diwali
price, $375.
We have a great supply of puja and havan
items. You can purchase some of them online
at our website under devotional items at:
https://mahalakshmishop.wazala.com
Many items, however, are too unique to put
online, so you are always welcome to call and
order at 719-256-4108. You can ask to have
photos sent of our items; it is really nice to
connect in this way.
You
may
also
email
us
at shop@babajiashram.org. We are happy

to bless an item at Baba's and Mother's feet for you or drop ship items to your loved
ones around the country. We take Visa, MasterCard or Discover.
The Shop is a major supporter of the Ashram. We deeply appreciate your patronage.
Maha Lakshmi Mata Ki Jai!
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