
 

    

Dear Friends,

Well, January (and these first few days of February) has been quite the month.  Beginning with a
 lovely fire ceremony on a not-too-cold New Years Day at the Ashram, followed by lots of cold
 weather, it was a joy to head to Florida on the tenth of the month.  And Florida was amazing! 
 Some programs were very large and some were a bit smaller than usual but all were super high. 
 The energy, love, and joy that were generated at each location was mind boggling sometimes. 
 The combination of people that I was traveling with was just super, each one carrying so much
 love for Shri Babaji and the Divine Mother.  It was a difficult group to say good bye to as Jai
 Shankar and Naina left for colleges on the East coast, Sofia and Bipin headed back to Denver,
 Richard back to Seattle, Sharda back to Treasure Island, and I on to California to begin my
 vacation.  You can read under Recent Events below some experiences of people and see some
 of the wonderful photos.

All I can say is that it has been raining a lot
 lately both in northern and southern
 California where I am now.  Yes, it is not the
 best weather for a vacation and there have
 been no trips to the beach but it is well worth
 it for the people and plants here.  Of course
 one never knows how directly prayer and

 ceremony are connected to a particular outcome, but if feels good to me and I know it makes a
 difference on many levels.  I also found out that it is Winter Navratri right now (Magha Gupt
 Navratri) from January 31 to February 8.  So I am also observing this more obscure Divine Mother
 Festival for the first time in my life by doing daily fire ceremonies.

Performing fire ceremonies on a daily basis is a profound experience.  Last year I did one almost
 everyday from April through October.  Even with severe fire bans, draught, and dangerous fires
 around Colorado, we kept doing them with flower petals and no fire.  The Ashram was safe, the
 gentle consistent rains came, and the blessings flowed.  I am grateful to have the opportunity of

So then I landed in northern California to Springlike weather. At dinner that night I heard from my
 son, Jacob, that California had less precipitation in 2013 then in all of its recorded history.  He said
 the governor had declared a state of emergency, reservoirs were going dry, and that there was no
 rain in the near forecast.  What blurted out of my mouth was that California needed more fire
 ceremonies and that Shri Muniraji had said while speaking about the havan, that all problems

 could be solved on a spiritual level.  Since I
 had all of the necessary items with me (a
 small copper havan kund), I committed to
 having either a small or large havan every
 day I was in California.  And that is what I
 have done, some with as few as myself
 attending, many with my grandchildren,
 sisters, and other relatives, and some with
 other devotees.   
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 another month of daily fire ceremonies in this warm climate as it is not possible in Colorado this
 time of year.  When Maha Lakshmi bestows the funds on the Ashram, I look forward to building an
 indoor dhuni where a small fire ceremony can be performed on a regular basis throughout the
 winter for the benefit of all.

I also babysat my four grandsons this last weekend while my son Amil and his wife Sarah took a
 mini vacation for their birthdays.  It was super fun and they were great supporters of my fire
 ceremonies.  It was then my sister Susie’s birthday and six of us sisters were together for a couple
 of days and then my computer broke yesterday.  I think all of these facts add up to great excuses
 for a sort of late newsletter and a few of the reasons for calling this quite a month!  I send my love
 to you all and hope to see you at the upcoming events and celebrations. 
    
Bhole Baba Ki Jai!
Ramloti

Ceremonies and Schedule
The full-moon fire ceremony this month is on Friday, February 14 and the new-moon fire ceremony
 on Saturday, March 1 (morning after Shivaratri). The fire ceremonies begin at 10am and are
 followed by a meal. Our evening aarati is at 6pm, and morning aarati is at 7am with a paduka puja
 in Shri Babaji’s kutir each morning at 6:30am. Lunch is served at about 12:30pm, and we invite
 you to join us. The Maha Lakshmi Shop is open every day from 10am until 5pm.

If you would like to participate by sponsoring a fire ceremony or the meal that follows, we would
 like to send you a blessed item from the fire ceremony. They are:

$27 sponsorship - Copper, brass, nickel Om Namah Shivaya bracelet
$54 sponsors - Rosewood or Tulsi Mala

You can make the donation online by just clicking here or you can call 719-256-4108 or e-mail the
 Ashram at info@BabajiAshram.org or send us a check made to HUA to: P.O. Box 9, Crestone,
 CO 81131. 

We are continually grateful for all of your support of the Ashram.

$108 sponsorship - Rudraksha Mala or a copper, silver, and brass Om Namah Shivaya bracelet
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Fire Ceremony Kund Inauguration in Corona, CA - February 9

Join us for the gala inauguration of a new fire ceremony havan kund this Sunday, February 9 in
 Corona, California.  Newly built at the home of Randi and Howard Rubin, they will be hosting us
 for a fire ceremony, chanting, and pot luck lunch at 4492 Signature Dr., Corona, CA 92883 at
 10:30am followed by lunch.  This is a very special occasion.  Ramloti will be reciting the mantras
 and leading the chanting.  Join us as we give thanks for our many blessings and pray for relief
 from the drought in California.  Call Randi at 951-808-1010 for more information.

Denver Area Celebrations with Shri Babaji’s Padukas

Around my birthday time, I like to gather with as many devotees as possible with Shri Babaji’s
 padukas to chant and do a fire ceremony (assuming the weather is conducive).  I so hope that
 many of you can make it so that we can be together joined in prayer and celebration.  

February 21 - 7pm - Paduka Puja and Chanting - Babaji’s padukas will grace the home of Smita
 and Prabohd Telang’s home at 3068 143rd Ave, Thornton, CO 80602.  Call them at 720-250-6325
 to RSVP or for more information. 
February 22 - 10am - 2pm Satsang with Bijay and Sony Yerra on the Annapurna Stotram at 6411
 S. Jericho Circle, Centennial, CO 80016.  For more information call: 267-218-2307

Feburay 22 - 6pm - Paduka Puja and Chanting - Babaji’s padukas will grace the home of Sabina
 and Ajay Pradham at 4834 S. Eagle Circle, Aurora, CO 80015.  Call them at 720-732-6141 to

 

   
 



 RSVP or for more information.

Maha Shivaratri with all-night Chanting on Friday, Feb 28 and Fire
 Ceremony on Saturday, March 1 at 10am

This special night of Lord Shiva is celebrated each year at the Ashram with all-night chanting in the

February 23 - 11am Paduka Puja, Fire Ceremony, and Chanting followed by Lunch.  Babaji’s
 padukas will grace the home of Satya and Nidhi Kothiyal’s in Parker, CO.  All are invited.  Call
 them at 303-927-6895. 



 night (Friday) and a fire ceremony on the next morning (Saturday).   It all begins with aarati at 6pm
 followed by the first lingam puja at 7pm.  All-night chanting begins at 10pm (although some may
 begin chanting at 7pm) with the next lingam puja, another puja at 1am, and finally ends with the
 final lingam puja at 4am.  Later in the morning we have the fire ceremony at 10am followed by a
 meal.

This celebration is a favorite of many with the strong Shiva energy and so much chanting and
 dancing that it is easy to stay up all night.  We usually have many in attendance and with it falling
 on a weekend, several out-of-town friends as well.  The significance of the four offerings made in
 the pujas throughout the night is the following:

1st Puja at 7pm - Milk is for the blessing of purity and piousness.
2nd Puja 10pm - Yogurt is for prosperity and progeny.
3rd Puja at 1am - Honey is offered for sweetness and sweet speech.

According to legend, Lord Shiva declared this day as his
 most favorite.  He also laid down the steps to be followed
 in the performance of the rituals in his honor to Goddess
 Parvati, his divine consort.  She repeated them to her
 friends who then passed them on to all the ruling princes
 on earth.  Thus, the sanctity of Shivaratri was broadcast
 all over the world and is still observed. 

Many people also wear a Rudraksha Mala (prayer beads
 made with seeds of the Rudraksha tree), particularly on
 this day. The Rudraksha tree is said to have sprung from
 the tears of Lord Shiva and is considered to be very
 sacred.

A magnificent light is the indication or identity of Lord
 Shiva, and the Shiva Lingam is considered to be the
 symbol of it. Hence, the formal worship on Maha Shivratri
 consists of bathing the Shiva Lingam. Lord Shiva is said
 to be burning with the fire of austerity, and so only items
 that have a cooling effect are offered to Him.

On Maha Shivaratri, many people fast for the whole day and night; a ritual that is believed to give
 great merit to the worshipper.  The puja is done four times during the night. The whole night is
 divided into four "prahars", or quarters, of three hours each.  The observance of all these rituals is
 said to give one happiness in this and the next world.

Although there is not a lot of sleeping on this night, people do like to reserve rooms or space in the
 dorm for this night.  Please call the Ashram at 719-256-4108 to reserve a place. 

Spring Navrati - Sunday, March 30
 through Monday, April 7 

What lovelier way to welcome the nourishing
 time of rebirth and Spring then by honoring the
 Divine Mother, the giver of all life, for nine
 days.  We are fortunate that this year the
 celebration will stretch over two weekends
 giving more opportunity for our out-of-town
 visitors to attend.  

4th Puja at 4am - Ghee is for victory.

 



Each day is full of special pujas to the different
 aspects of the Divine Mother, fire ceremonies,
 chanting, discourses, and aaratis.  We so hope
 that you can join us for this special time.

As usual, the dormitory rooms fill up quickly at
 this time, so call at 719-256-4108 or email us as
 soon as possible at info@babajiashram.org for
 more information or to make a reservation. 

Haidakhandeswari Mata Ki Jai!

Annual Ashram On-line Auction – May 2 -11 (tentative dates)

We are beginning to prepare for that fun time of year again when we all work together to raise
 money for the support and maintenance of the Ashram.  It is always so heart-warming to see how
 many people donate wonderful items for this event.  Even though the date is still a few months off
 for the auction, we are asking to hear from you now so that we can get the site up so that people
 can begin viewing it.  Those who donated last year can simply just give us a call at 719-480-5514
 or email us info@babajiashram.org and let us know that you would like to donate again along with
 any information that might have changed.  Those that have a new item to donate can either email
 us the information or go to our auction page at www.biddingforgood.com/babajiashram and follow
 the instructions.  

This is such an important part of the Ashram yearly budget that we want to both encourage
 everyone to consider how you can participate and thank everyone that has either donated or
 made bids on items in the past.  It is also a very fun way to get services, items, and get-a-ways at
 great prices.

Time to Begin Summer Planning

Since most folks begin making summer plans now, we just want to remind you of some important
 events.  We hope to see you this summer!

 

 

International Guru Purnima Celebration in Schwibenalp, Switzerland - July 9 - 13.  Go to
 www.schweibenalp.ch for more information.
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Family Week and Concurrent Workshop with Sofia Diaz -
 Wed. through Sat. July 23 - 26.  It is always such a
 special time for us all to be together, many of the kids
 have made long time friendships over the years

The workshops facilitated by Sofia are totally amazing and
 this year the topic will be “The Inner and Outer Fire” and
 will end with a big new-moon fire ceremony.

Email the Ashram at info@babajiashram.org with
 questions or to reserve a space. 

Karma Yoga at the Ashram

During this time of year, much of the karma yoga maintaining the Ashram is is clearing snow,
 cutting fire wood, preparing for and hosting the twice-monthly fire ceremonies, and taking care of
 all the systems.  We are also preparing already for Spring Navratri as there is much sewing to be
 done for the festivities and beginning to gather items for the annual on-line auction fundraiser.   

We appreciate all of of you that are able to come and help, your prayers, and support for all of
 this.  We ask each of you to look into your hearts and see what this Ashram means to you and to
 please donate as you are able. You may go to our website and donate through PayPal (you can
 even set up a monthly tithe). You can also send a check made out to HUA at P.O. Box 9,
 Crestone, CO 81131 or you can call us at 719-256-4108 with a credit card number. We want to
 thank you for your support, love and prayers.
  

Recent Events
Bal Gokulam

About twenty of us gathered in the temple on a snowy morning in early January for Bal Gojulam, a
 children’s program, this time honoring Maha Lakhsmi.  We began with chanting and then the
 children and adults delighted in Kelly’s animal yoga that she led us in.   As Kelly told a story about
 Maha Lakshmi, the children (and some adults) colored pictures of Her.  The finale was a beautiful
 puja to Maha Lakshmi during which the children adorned the 18” statue with clothes, jewelry,
 malas, chandan and cum cum, crown, flowers and a veil.  After offering some dried fruit and nuts
 to Her, they offered the aarati lamp.  This is such a sweet program and the little children actually
 learn a great deal and it flows over to when they attend other Ashram ceremonies.
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Florida Tour - A Life-Changing Event

What a powerful week we all shared in Florida.  A huge thank you to all who traveled there, hosted
 us, and joined us.  It felt like our combined love and shakti were felt throughout Florida.  Here are
 a few experiences.  

West Florida Report by Sharda Colllard

“We celebrated with paduka puja, aarati, havans ,satsang, cooking, eating, and long walks on the
 beach. We took dips in the sea where our holy bath felt like we were at the Kumba Mela, the
 water became warm and we felt Baba come to play with us. This was followed by soaks in the hot
 tub viewing lovely sunsets. Our love, joy, and laughter even rivaled the magnificent sunrises.  We
 opened our home to our friends old and new here in the Tampa Bay area to share these events.

“We went to the home of our friends Doris and Erick Anderson at Sacred Lands for an evening  of
 chanting and slides where friends sang and danced as Ramloti and friends took the house down
 with such high energy.

“What a wonderful experience we all had earlier this month when Ramloti, Bipin, Elaine, Richard,
 Jai Shankar, Naina and Sofia came to our home on Treasure Island. We were five from our family
 plus our dog Asha, the touring party, and three friends from Atlanta all staying together in what
 instantly became the Treasure Island Ashram.



“This year Ramloti traveled with Babaji’s “Taj” meaning a noble crown, better known as a turban.
 We each had an opportunity to meditate with it.  My personal experience was deep and exquisite
 as I felt my thoughts be rearranged by Baba for more clarity, and patterns and beliefs no longer
 useful being erased and replaced by Baba’s compassion, kindness, sweetness, and bliss. Bhole
 Baba Ki Jai for Baba’s wonderful Taj and all the blessings we received.” 

“On the western coast of Florida old bonds of
 love were enriched and new exciting
 relationships were born. The east coast brought
 me to a place of elegance and grace, and
 throughout our time in Florida my heart and

“We studied with Sofia,the wisdom and rhythm of our bodies and the acceptance of who we each
 are.  Time stopped as we all felt the tangible presence of Shri Babaji and Shri Muniraji bathing us

 in love, oneness, acceptance, and bliss. 

Florida Tour by Jai Shankar 



 spirit reached heights of joy and passion I
 seldom get to bask in and enjoy.  The fire
 ceremonies were powerful enough to send me
 soaring in the sky like a kite attached to my
 body by a string as I offered to the fire. Excited
 about the workshop where we learned the
 procedure and way of the fire ceremony, I have
 decided to do a small ceremony at my home in
 Washington DC to continue the flow of grace
 and blessings in my life back home.  I was also
 fortunate to have spent time with Ramloti, Sofia,
 Naina, Richard, and Bipin as we traveled
 around Florida doing, ceremonies, paduka
 pujas, kirtans, and workshops.  One thing that lingered in my mind as we met new people, sang
 and offered together was, “This is what love looks like”.  What a blessing it was to meet the
 beautiful souls we did during our adventure. Thank you all for sharing your love and light.” 

The Tour by Ealine Heroux
“For me the Ashram Tour in Florida was a time of great paradox and difficult
 to put into words - daily Fire preparation, singing bhajans, dancing and
 being with special friends while at the same time inwardly preparing for my
 mother's passing which I had learned about just before everyone arrived.
 Throughout the week, there were mixed feelings of joy, love, insecurity,
 deep sadness, relief and gratitude. Babaji and Mother orchestrated the
 entire week for me in such a beautiful way I will never again doubt their
 constant love, guidance and support. This culminated in both of them
 exploding in my heart at the final Fire Ceremony which was a perfect
 memorial and celebration to my mother who had passed over the day
 before. I am left with so much humility, love, trust and gratitude after this
 amazing week. So many thanks to Babaji, Mother,  all my Ashram family
 and new friends who supported and loved my mother and myself during this
 difficult time.”  

Northern California Fire Ceremony

 

It was a very special gathering this year at the home of Betsy and James Gauer.  Many people
 attended including eight people who had met Shri Babaji while He was in physical form.  We
 shared stories, chanting and the lovely fire ceremony in the warm sunshine.  My son and grand
 daughter joined us too (she is in the photos).  It was a great chance to renew old friendships and
 with so many longtime devotees it seems that there will now be a monthly fire ceremony in the
 bay area.  To connect to the fire schedule you may call Nirmal at 508-847-9135.



  

Friends and Families

I only have a couple of photos of Ashram visitors but many of friends and family at the fire
 ceremonies and workshops around the country.

 











Calendar for 2014

Saturday, February 8 - Fire ceremony in Encinitas, CA at 9am.  Call Ramloti at 719-480-5514 for

 



 directions or more information.

Sunday, February 9 - Fire Ceremony, chanting, and pot luck lunch at Randi and Howard Rubin’s,
 4492 Signature Dr., Corona, CA 92883 at 11am followed by lunch.  Call Randi at 951-808-1010
 for more information. 

Friday, February 21 - 7pm - Paduka Puja and Chanting - Babaji’s padukas will grace the home of
 Smita and Prabohd Telang’s home at 3068 143rd Ave, Thornton, CO 80602.  Call them at 720-
250-6325 to RSVP or for more information. 
February 22 - 10am - 2pm Satsang with Bijay and Sony Yerra on the Annapurna Stotram at 6411
 S. Jericho Circle, Centennial, CO 80016.  For more information call: 267-218-2307

Feburay 22 - 6pm - Paduka Puja and Chanting - Babaji’s padukas will grace the home of Sabina
 and Ajay Pradham at 4834 S. Eagle Circle, Aurora, CO 80015.  Call them at 720-732-6141 to
 RSVP or for more information.

February 23 - 11am Paduka Puja, Fire Ceremony, and Chanting followed by Lunch.  Babaji’s
 padukas will grace the home of Satya and Nidhi Kothiyal’s in Parker, CO.  All are invited.  Call
 them at 303-927-6895. 

February 28 - Shivaratri -  All-night chanting followed by a fire ceremony at 10am on March 1.

March 30 - April 7 - Spring Navratri - Divine Mother Festival with daily fire ceremonies, pujas,
 discourses, reading, chanting and other ceremonies.

July 12 - Guru Purnima

July 19 - 20- Annual American Haidakhan Samaj Weekend and Meeting.

July 23 - 26 -  Annual Family Week w/ concurrent Sofia Diaz Workshop.

September 23 - October 1 - Fall Navratri - Divine Mother Festival with daily fire ceremonies,
 pujas, discourses, reading, chanting and other  ceremonies.

October 23 - Diwali, Festival of Lights.

Maha Lakshmi Shop Report

9” Brass statue of Lord Shiva seated with trident - $27
Lord Shiva clock (12”) - $12
Rudraksha (sacred to Lord Shiva) mala (108 small beads) - $18
Refrigerator magnet of Lord Shiva - $1

We also have a couple of other very popular items on sale this month:
12” singing bowl for $135
Sterling Silver adjustable rings - $10

The photo of Lord Shiva shown above is available from the Shop.

Some of these items are on our website at www.mahalakshmishop/wazala.com.  Others you will
 have call us for at 719-256-4108.  You are always welcome to call us and ask about all of the
 wonderful items in the Shop.  You may call every day from 10am until 5pm Mountain Time at 719-

The Maha Lakshmi Shop has just replenished its stock and the shelves are full of wonderful items. 
 Since this is the month of Shivaratri, we though we would put some Lord Shiva items on sale in
 the Shop. They are:

http://shop.babajiashram.org/
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256-4108 with your questions or to place an order with a credit card like in the olden days. It is
 really nice to connect in this way; we love to talk to you. We accept Visa, MasterCard or Discover. 

The Shop is a major support of the Ashram, so we deeply appreciate your patronage.
Maha Lakshmi Mata Ki Jai!
 


