
 

    

Dear Friends,

There have been a few days that I did not want to
 leave my hermitage and face the world.  Yesterday
 morning was that way.  I prayed and cried on my
 hands and knees for Baba’s and Mother’s help.  In
 these moments, reading Babaji’s words helps me a
 great deal as I once again remember that all is in
 His hands and to trust implicitly that He will manage
 it all.  I also realized that if I do not like what is going
 on at any time, the best way to get past it is to focus
 on my mantra and Baba and leave my ego out of it. 
 I then spied the crystal wrist mala given to me by
 Master Chuanxi, the Buddhist teacher from China
 that visited the Ashram the other afternoon.  I put in
 in my hand and just began doing japa (repetition of
 Om Namah Shivaya) and soon found myself
 walking over to the temple for morning aarati, in
 deep surrender, trust and peace.  Singing the aarati
 together with the rest of the Ashramites was also
 very healing.  The rest of the day went great, even
 being able to find the time to write most of this
 newsletter.  I realized, once again, the great gift that
 Baba has given us with the mantra, aarati, karma
 yoga and His ever-present love.  

With deep love,
Ramloti

Ceremonies and Schedule

                                                                                                                                                         www.babajiashram.org

As I sit and reflect on the last several months, it has really been a whirlwind of activity.  First
 programs in California; then front-range and Florida tours; then Shivaratri and a couple of days
 later, a two-week trip to India; followed by Navratri preparations and Navratri; and finally daily fire
 ceremonies right up to Hanuman’s birthday a few days ago. Last Wednesday, Tribhuvan, who has
 been helping so much here at the Ashram the last seven months, announced that he would be
 hiking the Pacific Crest Trail for the next four months as he just received a wonderful grant to do
 this.  I have also felt soreness in my gut area from the surgery of a year ago, indicating to me a
 need to slow down a bit but the question would arise, how to do this when we are so short
 staffed?  It is no wonder I am feeling a lot of internal cleaning go on. Some has been blissful and
 some, quite frankly, a little rough.  

May, 2013

http://www.babajiashram.org/
http://twitter.com/haidakhanbaba
http://www.babajiashram.org/pages/news.php
http://shop.babajiashram.org/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Haidakhandi-Universal-Ashram/51031061038


The new-moon fire ceremony this month is on Thursday, May 9 and the full-moon fire ceremony is
 on Friday, May 24.  The fire ceremonies begin at 10am and are followed by a meal.  Please arrive
 freshly bathed, in a long skirt or pants with shoulders covered, and having fasted from grains,
 cereals, meat, eggs, garlic and onions.  (Fruit, yogurt, nuts, veggies and tea or coffee are fine to
 eat before.  Also if you have a dietary need for something more hardy before our meal at 11:30 or
 so, please partake.)

Our evening aarati is at 6pm and morning aarati is at 7am with a paduka puja in Shri Babaji’s kutir
 each morning at 6:30am.  Lunch is served at about 12:30 pm, and we invite you to join us. (Call if
 you are a group or have special dietary needs.) The Maha Lakshmi Shop is open every day from
 10am until 5pm.

If you would like to participate by sponsoring a fire ceremony or a bhandara (feast), we would like
 to send you a blessed item from the fire ceremony. They are:

$27 sponsorship - Copper, brass, nickel Om Namah Shivaya bracelet
$54 sponsorship - Rudraksha, Rosewood, or Tulsi Mala
$108 sponsorship - Rose Quartz Mala or a copper, silver, brass bracelet

You can make the donation online by just clicking here or by calling 719-256-4108, or by emailing
 the Ashram at info@BabajiAshram.org. You may also send us a check made to HUA to: P.O. Box
 9, Crestone, CO 81131. 

We are continually grateful for all of your support of the Ashram.

Chanting Evening, Potluck & Fundraiser in Colorado Springs
Friday, May 17 at 6:30pm

It is time to gather again in Colorado Springs
 for an evening of chanting led by Ramloti
 followed by a sumptuous Indian potluck
 dinner to help raise funds for the Ashram. 
 The gala event will begin at 6:30pm with
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 dinner at about 8pm.  This will be at the
 home of Vandana and Prashant Sharma at
 1211 Lawn Lake Trail, Colorado Springs, CO
 80921.  Here is a photo of the family at the
 Spring Navratri fire ceremony.

For more information or directions you may
 call them at  719-302-3887 (Home) or 719-
646-9760 (Cell).  It will be so sweet to be
 together.  The chanting is always so
 powerful with our Colorado Springs friends.

The Ashram Annual On-Line Auction Coming Soon - June 14 - 23

Here is a photo of Babaji wearing a rudraksha mala.

We will also have flannel pillow cases, little travel
 pillows and other items made from the nightgown worn
 for the last year by the Divine Mother.  We are
 auctioning one of Her beautiful chunis (beaded stole
 that She wears over Her sari).  We actually have so
 many amazing items several of them blessed in
 Haidakhan.  Not all of these wonderful items are
 displayed yet but are being added daily.

At the moment we are looking for donations of more
 auction items.  Would you like to be one of those
 generous people?  Get-aways, electronic gadgets,
 services, large kitchen items, religious or art items are

 all wonderful additions to the auction.  Just call or email the Ashram at 719-256-4108 or
 info@babajiashram.org with your ideas and we will see if it would be appropriate for the auction. 
 To get more ideas and to view the beginnings of this year’s auction go to
 http://www.biddingforgood.com/auction/AuctionHome.action?vhost=babajiashram

It is also helpful to have sponsors for the auction whose photo, logo, and website are displayed on
 the home page as well as the email reminders sent out.  The sponsorships are: Maha Lakshmi
 Sponsor - $216; Maha Saraswati Sponsor - $108; Maha Durga Sponsor - $54.  Once again call or
 email us at 719-256-4108 or info@babajiashram.org.  

This auction has become such a fun way to support the Ashram.  We are so deeply appreciative of

 

The Ashram annual Maha Lakshmi On-Line Auction is happening soon.  We are so grateful for all
 who have offered to help sponsor the auction and donated items to be sold.  It will begin on

 Friday, June 14 and complete on Sunday June 23.  We
 just got notice that we will actually have two of Shri
 Babaji’s malas to put on the auction.  One is a tulsi
 mala and one is a rudrasksha mala.  These items are
 so precious to still have available.  
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 all those that have participated in the past years.  The revenue from the auction has gone a long
 way to improve and maintain Baba’s and Mother’s beautiful home in the Rockies.  

Time at the Ashram

Summer time at the Ashram is very special and often has lovely weather.  It may be a good time to
 come for a week or two to delve into the deep practice of karma yoga and perhaps learn more
 about the sacred fire ceremony.

This invitation is only for those who seriously wish to practice Shri Babaji’s teachings of daily
 spiritual practice, singing aarati twice a day, serving the Ashram in whatever is needed a minimum
 of six hours a day, keeping a spirit of silence except for mealtime, and learning more about the fire
 ceremony.  If you feel a call to this, please read the Ashram website thoroughly at
 www.babajiashram.org and then you may call the Ashram at 719-256-4108 and speak to us about
 it.  Bhole Baba Ki Jai!

Guru Purnima Celebrations in Germany and in Crestone 

At the Ashram here, we will have a paduka puja
 at 9am followed by the full-moon fire ceremony
 at 10am on Monday, July 22.  There will then
 be a meal served at 11am.  Call us for more
 information or to make a reservation at 719-
256-4108 or info@babajiashram.org. 

Annual American Haidakhan Samaj Meeting Weekend - July 27 - 28

The Annual American Haidakhan Samaj weekend will be held here at the Ashram on Saturday,
 July 27 and Sunday, July 28.  There will be daily small fire ceremonies, aarati, chanting, satsang
 and a meeting to share ideas and inspiration on spreading Babaji’s message throughout America. 
 Gathering with other devotees is so full and inspiring.  Many people are already planning to come
 from around the world.  So mark you calendar for this weekend and call us for more information or
 to make a reservation at 719-256-4108 or info@babajiashram.org. 

Family Week at the Ashram - July 30 - August 2

 

 

Guru Purnima, the day you honor your teacher, falls on Monday, July 22.  There will be an
 international celebration in Rieferath, Germany
 from July 19 - 22.  For more information about
 this event go to their website at
 www.babajiashram.de and click on Guru
 Purnima on the upper right, which gives you an
 option for English.

 

 

Family Week is just around the corner and we are excited that Amil and Sarah Wood, both parent
 and children educators, will be coming back this year from Encinitas, CA to lead the Children
 portion.  They will be accompanied by many of the same wonderful leaders as last year so it
 should be another wonderful year. Here is a picture of Sarah and Amil with their four boys.
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For those who are unfamiliar with Family
 week, It is a time for the family to have an
 Ashram experience and still have some
 afternoon vacation time with trips to the
 Sand Dunes National Park, hot springs,
 hiking and horseback riding.  It is a special
 time and the friendships that get built are
 often lifelong. Each day between 10am
 and 1pm there is a special children’s camp
 run by the same great teachers and
 councilors (and a few more) that were
 here for last year’s successful and fun
 program.  There are groups for children 3
 years and above (there is babysitting
 provided for younger children).   This includes karma yoga, chanting, art projects, kid-friendly
 hatha yoga, circle time and other fun activities.  During this time the workshop facilitated by Sofia
 Diaz is going on so that the parents are free to attend this life-changing activity.  

We also have a generous donor who is willing to help a family to attend that may not be able to
 due to financial shortages.  Please call the Ashram at 719-256-4108 or email us at
 info@babajiashram.org to make reservations, ask questions or discuss some financial help.  

The Divine Mother as Fullness of Witness & Luminous Emptiness
Workshop with Sofia Diaz - July 30 - August 2

The Mother is MahaShakti, the power and the motion of all appearances but She is also the
 penetrative stillness of all-pervading Light. This year, in order to move the Light of our bodies as
 conscious devotion, we will begin with stillness, especially Listening to Her unqualified Fullness,
 which does have a sound and is a pressure of silence that soothes the soul and unites us with
 Nature effortlessly.

This workshop will explore these areas and give simple techniques for coming into the space of
 luminous emptiness.  It will be from 10am until 1pm in the kirtan hall of the Ashram and an
 experience that you will treasure always.  Your children can attend the concurrent children’s
 program so that you will be free to take the workshop.  We ask a donation of $108 and some
 partial scholarships are available.  (This children’s program is a gift from the Ashram for our
 children).  Call 719-256-4108 or email us at info@babajiashram.org for more information or to
 make a reservation.   
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Karma Yoga and Projects at the Ashram

We are so

 

Spring Navratri was our biggest karma yoga project this month.  It was wonderful and very full. 
 Lots of cooking, lots of preparations, lots of cleaning and lots of divine celebrating.  We are so
 grateful to all who helped before, during and the Aspen High School group that came the last day

 and cleaned the whole Ashram so well.



 grateful to all of the those who can come and help at the Ashram
 and to all of you that help make these projects possible by your
 financial donations.  We ask each of you to look into your hearts
 and see what this Ashram means to you and to please donate as
 you are able. You may go to our website and donate through

 PayPal . (You can even set up a monthly tithe.) You can also send a check (made out to HUA) to
 P.O. Box 9, Crestone, CO 81131; or you can call us at 719-256-4108 with a credit card number.
 We want to thank you for your support, love and prayers.

Recent Events

Spring Navratri (The Divine Mother Festival) - April 10 - 18

Spring Navratri was a special time with much diverse weather and activities.  Of course Ma was the
 main attraction and She looked gorgeous in all of Her many new saris. 
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The fire ceremonies were well attended despite some snow, rain and wind.  The amount of children
 that came up everyday for the fire was impressive. 

 



We had the opportunity to experience the magic of Kathak Dance with Signe Ramstorm on
 Saturday after the fire.

The kirtan following the fires and the discourses were inspiring.  We had kirtan leaders from
 Georgia, St. Louis and Crestone.  We have many of their CD’s in the Maha Lakshmi Shop.  Call
 for more information.  Bipin, Annie and Ramloti gave the discourses.



Of course another big part of the celebratrion is the Children’s Day.  Thank you for all who blessed
 us with their presence.

Finally, here are a few comments from attendees.

The sense of connection and belonging in the ceremonies and fires was so comforting to me.  The
 divine energy of Divine Mother and Babaji brought peace and certainty.  Many heart-felt
 conversations renewed my confidence and renewed my faith in Truth, Simplicity and Love.
Much love and gratitude to you. Richard from Seattle

The Ashram is my sacred place on Earth where I can go to rest, away from all my responsibilities.
  I am so grateful for Babaji, Mother and all of You!!   Thank you with all my heart.  Lisa from
 Boulder

It was a true blessing to be part of Navratri Hawan Puja and Lakshmi Puja in the Temple. We
 enjoyed every moment there, filled by absolute presence of Maa, GuruJi and Spirituality.
Thanks, Prashant Sharma from Colorado Springs
 



It was a tearful last day when our dear
 Elizabeth offered lunch to Mother for her
 last time on the second to last day of
 Navratri.  She has been working here for
 the last couple of years and has been a
 huge asset to the smooth running and great
 food at the Ashram.  She plans to move on
 to Santa Fe or another larger area to pursue
 her musical career and her future.  We wish
 her many blessings and so much love.  Her
 soft touch, hard work, devoted service, and
 sweet friendliness will be deeply missed.
 Here she is with her Mom, Deborah, who is
 our kitchen manager. Jai Ma!

Hanuman’s Birthday 

Elizabeth Moves on From working at the Ashram

 

The full-moon after Spring Navratri is Hanuman’s birthday.  This year we invited folks to bring up
 their Hanuman murtis to the temple.  After the fire ceremony, we bathed the statues in panchamrit,
 perfumed them, dressed and adorned them, offered prasad and dakshina, and then performed
 aarati.  All of this was accompanied by 11 Hanuman Chalisas and a huge feast afterwards, the
 cake was decorated by Tribhuvan.  It was a bit of a poignant day as it was Tribhuvan’s last fire
 ceremony for quite a while.  We wish him Hanuman strength on His long hike. 

 



Birthdays, School Groups, Easter Weekend, and more Visitors

Another wonderful month and lots of wonderful visitors.  Thank you to all who came especially the
 groups from Aspen High School, Colorado College, and the Ningbo Huiri Temple in China 





Calendar for 2013

June 14 - 23 - Annual On-Line fund raiser Auction.  Go to
 http://www.biddingforgood.com/auction/AuctionHome.action?vhost=babajiashram to view
 items so far.

July 22 - Guru Purnima

July 30 - August 2 -  Annual Family Week w/ concurrent Sofia Diaz Workshop.

October - 4 - 12 - Fall Navratri - Divine Mother Festival with daily fire ceremonies, pujas,
 discourses, reading, chanting and other  ceremonies.

November 3 - Diwali, Festival of Lights. 

Still lots of wonderful new items from India in the Shop.  The new t-
shirts of Babaji and the Haidakhan temple are real nice ones and are
 only $12.  Call to see if we have your size and to place your order.

We have also recently added a digital copy of our aarati CD as sung
 here in Crestone now available for digital download. 

Go to htt://mahalakshmishop.wazala.com to order all of these on line,
 or call the Ashram at 719-256-4108. We also can take orders over
 the phone, so just call us at 719-256-4108 (every day from 10am
 until 5pm Mountain Time) with your order, any questions and a
 credit card number (Visa, Mastercard or Discover).  It is really nice
 to connect in this way. We love to talk to you.   

The Shop is a major supporter of the Ashram, so we deeply appreciate your patronage.

Maha Lakshmi Mata Ki Jai!

Maha Lakshmi Shop Report
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