
 

    

Dear Friends,

Oh, how many times this month have I been inspired to write something for the newsletter, there
 have been so many awe-inspiring occasions.  But we have also been so very busy that I never got
 a chance to sit down and write (also the reason for such a late newsletter).  I will try to recall some
 of them for you.

At the beginning of the month we had a lovely group of 18 Nepalese new friends visit the Ashram. 
 They were singing and dancing with such love and devotion.  The next morning at the small fire
 ceremony, they were once again so full of bhakti.  As I was doing the mantras, I saw for the first
 time in my life a tiny ball of light in the distance and I felt very strongly that it was Shri Babaji.  I
 knew it was small because our devotion and love still had to grow before He would appear but I
 was deeply touched.  Later that week, it was a rainy morning so instead of doing the outside fire, I
 did the mantras in my head in the temple.  Once again, that ball of light came to me and filled my
 heart, this time it was slightly larger.
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The following weekend another group of four Nepalese families came to the Ashram with our
 Board member Ajay and his wife Sabina.  Once again the love and care they showed the Ashram
 was delightful.  The next morning, after a lovely aarati, we had a reading in which Shri Babaji was
 speaking about Mahadev telling the first man and woman, Manu and Shatrupa, to extend creation.
 They preformed the fire ceremony and creation began to expand from this.  When we were doing
 the fire ceremony that morning, the devotion was once again very high and I had such a strong
 sense of how the whole creation was nourished by these ceremonies and that with deep faith, all
 things were possible.
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This last month, we have had several young men in their twenties come to the Ashram.  One just
 walked in for lunch and stayed for nine days, another came for a day or two and stayed a month,
 another came for a few days and stayed ten days another came for the fire ceremony and stayed
 for two days.  It is a wonderful opportunity when new people come here to have plenty of satsang
 with them.  Satsang means sharing of the truth.  It is a time to share our stories of Babaji, the
 Divine Mother, and our spiritual experiences.  It is a time to answer their questions and check in
 with how they are doing and what they are learning each day.  It is always inspiring for them and
 deeply nourishing to us at the Ashram.

I would like to share a few of their insights.  One young man realized that the karma yoga he was
 doing at the Ashram (he was pulling out tons of rabbit bush on the Ashram property which has a
 kerosene-like ingredient in them and are huge fire hazards) was not just for him or just for the
 Ashram but for the whole cosmos!  He worked so hard each day in the hot sun pulling weeds and
 repeating his mantra and said that he was never happier in his life.  Premanand commented that
 he really understood Karma Yoga.  

Another young man shared that this was one of the best experiences of his life.  His day was spent
 in ceremony and doing karma yoga; washing hundreds of dishes (he called himself the washing
 machine), mudding the havan kund, cleaning the temple, and helping with the cooking.  He said
 he could really feel Babaji’s teachings of truth, simplicity, and love here.  He also shared how
 different the young man who had just walked in for lunch looked and saw the world after his nine
 days at the Ashram.  

Another of the young men was so grateful for his time here and felt it was Baba’s and Mother’s
 blessing that upon leaving here he was able to get a much needed job.  I am so impressed and
 uplifted by the young folks that come to this Ashram.  I begin to feel that the world will be in good
 hands in the future.  We are so blessed to be in each other’s company.

   
With deep love,

Ramloti



Ceremonies and Schedule

The full-moon fire ceremony this month is on Wednesday, October 8 and the new-moon fire
 ceremony is on Thursday, October 23 (Diwali, the Festival of Lights - see article below for more
 details).  The fire ceremonies begin at 10am and are followed by a meal. Please arrive freshly
 bathed, in a long skirt or pants with shoulders covered, and having fasted from grains, cereals,
 meat, eggs, garlic and onions. Fruit, yogurt, nuts, veggies and tea or coffee are fine to eat before. 
 Also, if you have a dietary need for something more hearty before our meal at 11:30 or so, please
 partake.                                                     

Our evening aarati is at 6pm and morning aarati is at 7am, with a paduka puja in Shri Babaji’s kutir
 at 6:30am.  We have a small fire ceremony daily at 8am (as long as the weather remains mild). 
 Lunch is served at about 12:30pm, and we invite you to join us. (Call if you are a group or have
 special dietary needs.) The Maha Lakshmi Shop is open every day from 10am until 5pm.

If you would like to participate by sponsoring a fire ceremony or a bhandara (feast), we would like
 to send you a blessed item from the fire ceremony if you request. They are:

$27 sponsorship - Copper, brass, nickel Om Namah Shivaya bracelet
$54 sponsorship - Rudraksha, Rosewood, or Tulsi Mala
$108 sponsorship - Rose Quartz Mala or a copper, silver, brass Om Haidakhandi bracelet

You can make the donation online by just clicking here or by calling 719-256-4108, or by emailing
 the Ashram at info@BabajiAshram.org. You may also send us a check made to HUA to: P.O. Box
 9, Crestone, CO 81131.  We are continually grateful for all of your support of the Ashram.
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Diwali - Festival of Lights - Thursday, October 23

In the kitchen we are busy preparing delicious treats and our Indian families from Alamosa and
 Monte Vista are bringing a sumptuous dinner for after the chanting.  The evening begins with
 aarati at 6pm followed by chants of peace and light at 7pm and food at 8pm.  

We hope you can join us for this special night.  Call us at 719-256-4108 or email us at
 info@babajiashram.org with questions or to make a reservation.

Nov. 8 & 9 - Two Days Together With Chanting, Pujas, Fire
 Ceremony, Spiritual Movies, Meals, and Satsang in Monte Vista,
 CO

The Ashram has been given an amazing opportunity to occupy a whole hotel for a weekend as an
 Ashram fundraiser on Saturday November 8 and Sunday, November 9. What fun and bliss for us
 all to be together for so long.  There will be out-of-this world kirtan and pujas; Indian Classical
 movies that you can view on a big drive-in movie screen from you private room complete with
 popcorn; delicious Indian food for dinner and breakfast; and plenty of time for sharing satsang, a
 fire ceremony in the morning on their 40 acre grounds that also has a great playground. plenty of
 space for soccer, and putting greens for our golf enthusiasts.  Many families have already
 reserved space so it should be a very shakti-filled weekend that will be treasured by all.  

This year the magical festival of lights, Diwali, falls on Thursday, October 23.  Celebrating the
 victory of light over darkness, it is a night when we invite all of the spiritual communities in
 Crestone to share a song of peace and light with us.  The special day begins with the new-moon
 fire ceremony at 10am followed by a meal.  We then spend the rest of the day decorating the
 temple, earthship, and grounds with hundreds of candles and lights. 

 

There are different choices of rooms available: one king size bed; two queen size beds; or one
 queen bed.  (There are also a few pet friendly rooms, but you will not be able to view the movie
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Karma Yoga at the Ashram

Fall Navratri was magnificent and the amount of karma yoga that went into preparing for it,
 conducting it, and cleaning up after the nine days is immense.  Thank you, thank you, thank you to
 all of you who helped.  Coming early to these festivals, staying through them, and particularly
 staying afterwards to clean up is so very appreciated.  We have been blessed with so many
 selfless and generous helpers.  Before the celebration a group of seven students from Adams
 State University in Alamosa came for a Saturday and made crowns and bags for our Children’s
 Day.  On Thursday the eighth day of Navratri, we had over 100 people in attendance for the fire
 ceremony, discourse, and the bhandara (meal) that followed.  We did not cook one thing at the
 Ashram as it was all brought by five of our Indian families that live in Alamosa and Monte Vista. 
 The next day the Shumeis brought three casseroles from their gardens, the Crestone Massage
 school brought food and others brought desserts and other dishes.  We are so blessed at this
 Ashram.   

We are so grateful to all of the those who can come and help at the Ashram and to all of you that
 help make these projects possible by your financial donations.  We ask each of you to look into
 your hearts and see what this Ashram means to you and to please donate as you are able. You
 may go to our website and donate through PayPal . (You can even set up a monthly tithe.) You
 can also send a check (made out to HUA) to P.O. Box 9, Crestone, CO 81131; or you can call us
 at 719-256-4108 with a credit card number. We want to thank you for your support, love and
 prayers.

 screen from those rooms.)  So make your reservations early so you can get the room you like. 
 The whole weekend, for up to 4 people per room, is only $151!  Please download the flyer to print
 and share it with all your friends, click here:  http://www.babajiashram.org/media/MovieManor.pdf 
 Mark your calendars for that unique opportunity for a weekend to have a wonderful time and to
 help support Mother and Baba’s home in Crestone.  Call 719-256-4108 or email at

 info@babajiashram.org

Sangita and Bharat shown with
 Ramloti on the left are the
 owners of the hotel and will be
 our hosts.  To the right and
 below are some of the kirtan
 players that will be joining us
 for powerful chanting Saturday
 evening and Sunday morning. 
 It is all going to be so
 incredible!
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Recent Events

Fall Navratri, the Divine Mother Festival at the Ashram

How beautiful and deep the nine days of Fall Navratri were.  So many people gathered from so
 many places around the world.  Folks came from India, Brazil, Italy, New Zealand, Washington,
 California, Missouri, Texas, Massachusetts, New Mexico, and of course, all parts of Colorado. 
 The weather could not have been more magnificent with mostly warm and sunny days and a few
 days with some rain.  We also had several groups attend the fire ceremonies from our neighboring
 Shumei Center, Colorado College, our Alamosa & Monte Vista Indian Families, Crestone Healing

 



 Arts Center, and the Crestone Charter School.  Our time together in Mother and Baba’s beautiful
 home in the Rockies was so sublime, here are photos of our beautiful Mother and other
 activities.    Haidakhandeswari Mata Ki Jai!



Honoring the Children Day

This year we actually had two days that we honored the children.  The usual one on the Sunday of
 Navratri was well attended despite cooler cloudy weather.  We had a second one on Thursday,
 the eighth day of Navratri when all of the children from the kindergarten and first grade of the
 Crestone Charter School came for the fire ceremony.  We love our children so very much.  

 



Muniraji’s Granddaughter and Great Grandson Visit the Ashram

Maha Lakshmi Puja up at the Creek

One day each Navratri we take a small hike up the hill to where our bronze 3-foot Maha Lakshmi
 has been installed.  We put Her there many years ago to bless our water system and our land.  If
 you have never had the opportunity to make this 10 minute pilgrimage, we highly recommend it. 
 About 30 of us processed up the trail with Shri Babaji’s padukas and all the puja articles. 
 Everyone, particularly the children, love this opportunity to bathe Mother with panchamrit and
 water, anoint Her with oil, and dress Her in new clothes, jewelry, and malas.  Everyone had the
 opportunity to perform aarati to Her too.  It was a beautiful fall day and some lingered after the
 ceremony to enjoy our beautiful Spanish Creek.  Maha Lakshmi Ki Jai!

What a wonderful blessing that Kirti (Shri Muniraji’s granddaughter), her husband Pranav, and their
 son Arrab (Shri Muniraji’s great grandson) came to the Ashram for the last five days of Navratri. 
 Kirti told me that she had seen photos
 of our Divine Mother since she was a
 little child in India and had always
 dreamed of coming here to the
 Ashram in Crestone.  How moved she
 and her husband were to be here,
 she shared that she felt the
 Haidakhandi energy very strongly
 here and that the Divine Mother was
 even more beautiful than in the
 photos she had seen.  Their presence
 added much joy and shakti to the
 Navratri gathering and also a strong
 dose of the loving energy of Shri
 Muniraji.  When the little two year old
 received chandan in the morning in
 Shri Babaji’s kutir, he would just close his eyes in such peace (not his usual never stopping
 activity).  I could tell that he knew chandan very well from many lifetimes.  We certainly look
 forward to their next visit.

 





Lots of Visitors to the Ashram

Even though school has begun, we still have had so many visitors this last month.  For those that
 made the trip here, they received an extra boon of seeing some of the most magnificent fall colors
 in the mountains that we have had in years.  Our Mother Earth, Bhuvaneshvari, is so gracious.

Here are some photos of our other visitors.  We so appreciate all the devotion you bring here.

 







Calendar for Events at the Ashram in 2014 

October 23, 2014 - Diwali, Festival of Lights.

November 8 and 9, 2014 - Two-day gathering at the Movie Manor in Monte Vista of devotees
 for chanting, puja, fire ceremonies, Indian classical movies, food, and satsang. An event you
 will not want to miss.  $151 per room for up to 4 people.  Call the Ashram at 719-256-4108.   

Calendar for Events at the Ashram in 2015

February 17, 2015 - Shivaratri -  All-night chanting followed by a fire ceremony at 10am on
 March 1.

March 21 - 29, 2015  - Spring Navratri - Divine Mother Festival with daily fire ceremonies,
 pujas, discourses, reading, chanting and other ceremonies.

July 18 & 19, 2015 - Annual American Haidakhan Samaj Weekend and Meeting.  Their new
 web address is www.babajisamaj.us

July 22 - 25, 2015 -  Annual Family Week w/ concurrent Sofia Diaz Workshop.

July 31, 2015 - Guru Purnima Day with fire ceremony at 10am followed by a meal.

October 13 - 21, 2015 - Fall Navratri - Divine Mother Festival with daily fire ceremonies,
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 pujas, discourses, reading, chanting and other  ceremonies.

November 11, 2015 - Diwali, Festival of Lights.

Maha Lakshmi Shop Report

The Maha Lakshmi Shop is so full of new exciting items.  We just received a big shipment from
 India with wonderful oils, facial products, hand made journals, and other wonderful items.

The oils selection is: rose, tulsi, neem, saffron, and jasmine.  You can order them on our website at
 

The facial products are a sandalwood scrub and a sandalwood face pack.  You can also order
 these on our website. http://mahalakshmishop.wazala.com/products/luv-india-sandalwood-face-
and-body/

http://mahalakshmishop.wazala.com/products/luvindiya-oils/
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The hand-made journals are such a large variety that we did not put them on the website but you
 can call us to order them.  They are lovely and very inexpensive at $6 and $9.  



  

We have redone the Maha Lakshmi Shop
 website making it more easy for you to navigate.  Please take a look at
 www.mahalakshmishop.wazala.com and give us some feedback.

The Maha Lakshmi Shop is open every day.  We can bless an item at Mother’s feet for you if you
 ask.  You may call the Ashram at 719-256-4108 and place your orders over the phone (every day
 from 10am until 5pm Mountain Time).  We are happy to answer any questions.  It is really nice to
 connect in this way. We take Visa, Mastercard or Discover.   

The Shop is a major supporter of the Ashram, so we deeply appreciate your patronage.

Maha Lakshmi Mata Ki Jai!
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